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The following sites should help you in your search for information on the topic of famous 
people with disabilities. 
 

SEARCH 
Searching is trying, attempting.  You don’t always know exactly what you’re looking for, 
or where to find it, so you use different tools to try to uncover it. 
 
KEYWORDS 
What are the important words or combinations of words for your search?  For example: 
 
famous people with disabilities 
actors with disabilities (replace “actors” with other profession) 
famous people with tourette syndrome (replace tourette syndrome” with any 
    disorder/disability) 
 
Make a list of all the different searches you could try, and keep track of which terms 
proved successful.  Never leave a source without trying at least a few, because each 
source might have a slightly different system for naming your topic. 
 
SOURCES 
The following sites should help you in your search for information on the topic of famous 
people with disabilities. At the very least, they will help to identify the people you wish 
to research. 
 
http://www.disabilityresources.org/FAMOUS.html 
 
http://www.disabilityhistory.org/people.html 
 
http://ericec.org/fact/famous.html 
 
 
Try some of these, remembering to use a variety of search terms and to explore all your 
keyword options within them. 
 
STUDENT LEARNING AIDS- 
Once you know who you are looking for information about, try some of these sources 
from the www.bergenfield.org web site under the tab Student Learning Aids. 
 



 
Encyclopedia Britannica Online- Most of the names found in the above 
searches will result in an article in the Encyclopedia Britannica.   After 
reading the article and following the links, check out the Additional 
Resources to find journal and magazine articles and websites related to the 
articles if you still need more information.  Remember: reference sources 
are the best place to find general information; websites usually (but not 
always) specialize. 

 
Biography Resource Center- Contains in-depth, reliable biographical 
articles.  Also useful for finding articles and websites about that person. 
 

 
ON THE WEB – Avoid keyword searches in Google and Yahoo.  Instead, get straight to 
the best sources: 

 
The Librarian’s Index to the Internet at www.lii.org.  Sites indexed and 
approved by librarians.   

  
Vivisimo: A search engine that has a great way of organizing results. 
They are clusters on the right hand side of the page, allowing you to go 
right to the sites most suitable for your purposes. 
HINT: under the search box on the lii home page, click on “other 
search tools”. This will allow you to see/use a bunch of search engines 
at once. Vivisimo is here, along with AskJeeves and Teoma, others you 
should test drive!  

 
 


