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This year’s Varsity Boys 
Tennis team completed 
its most successful season 
in program 
history fin-
ishing with a 
record of 11-
9.  Playing 
against 
highly com-
petitive pro-
grams in the 
NBIL, the 
accomplish-
ments of the 
team are re-
markable 
considering 
the boys typi-
cally played 
against oppo-
nents who 
have the 
privileges and advantages 
of private lessons 
throughout their youth.  
Head Coach Dr. Joseph 
Soporowski and his assis-

tant coach, Mrs. Judy 
Soporowski motivated 
and led this year’s team 

which has historically 
been outmatched by its 
NBIL foes.  After starting 
1-6, the boys achieved a 
remarkable comeback to 

qualify for the state tour-
nament.  For his direc-
tion, Coach Soporowski 

was honored 
by the Bergen 
County 
Coaches Asso-
ciation as the 
Boys’ Tennis 
Coach of the 
Year.  The 
following 
players com-
prised this 
year’s team: 
Albert 
Abrenilla, 
Junior; Robin 
Silva, Senior; 
Roy Rellesiva, 
Senior; Mi-
chael Kris-
tian Remedio, 

Senior; Josh Pecson, Sen-
ior; Jake Factora, Senior; 
and Emmanuel Factora, 
Senior.   

Summer practice for the BHS 
Girls’ Soccer team will be held 
on Tuesdays and Thursdays 
beginning on June 30th.  Start-
ing August 3rd, the practice 
days will be Mondays, Wednes-
days, and Fridays.  Tryouts and 
Preseason Camp will be held in 
the mornings during the week of 
August 17th.  Questions should 
be directed to Coach Merlo at 
MMerlo@bergenfield.org or 
Coach Shewciw at 

SShewciw@bergenfield.org 

 

BHS Hosts Mu Alpha Theta Inaugural Induction 

On May 28, BHS proudly 
inducted twenty students 
into Mu Alpha Theta, the 
national Math Honor Soci-
ety.  Each of the inductees 
applied for admission, 
passed a thorough screening 
process and were ultimately 
selected based upon their 
overall excellence in Math.  

This year’s inductees were 
Sneha Daniel, Jennifer Ale-
man, Erica Fernandez, 
Christian Francke, Brian 
Franklin, Joseph Fritz, 
Daniela Jaramillo, Ishrah 
Lehra, Valerie Jean Lual-
hati, Rose Anne Monte-
mayor, Melissa Naylis, 
Christopher Pena, Marly 

Relato, Regine Reyes, Ross 
Saccomano, Akhil Saji, Ja-
mie Sembrano, Sarah Sty-
pulkoski, Nolan Sucdad and 
Andrew Yang.  Mr. Hank 
Sinatra was the keynote 
speaker for the event.  The 
faculty advisors for Mu Al-
pha Theta are Miss Cherian 
and Miss Watkins. 
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The Varsity Tennis Team poses with B.C.C.A. Tennis Coach of the 
Year Dr. Joseph Soporowski at the awards banquet.  Mrs. Judy 
Soporowski, a valuable assistant to the program, stands with her 
husband. 

Girls’ Soccer 

If you wish to submit announce-
ments, events, or any noteworthy 
items to the school community, 
email Rob Ragasa, English 
Teacher at BHS:  

rragasa@bergenfield.org 



In the past this column has been de-
voted to discussion of library re-
sources that are available through the 
generosity of the residents, Bergen-
field Board of Education, and Admini-
stration of The Bergenfield Schools. I 
cannot find enough words to express 
my gratefulness for the support we 
receive from these groups, and stu-
dents will long appreciate the access 
they were given to resources which 
contribute to their success in becom-
ing literate young men and women.  
In a departure from the usual I would 
like to introduce you to a book that I 
completed recently, and which I would 

place on a "must read" list for any 
parent, educator, or other adult who 
cares about children. The book, The 
Trouble With Boys by Peg Tyre, pub-
lished by Random House in 2008, is 
the result of intense research 
prompted by caring; the kind of book 
that can really make a difference in 
the way we look at the  boys and 
young men we encounter each day.  
Tyre is a Senior Editor at Newsweek, 
specializing in education. She wrote 
an article for the magazine that 
caused quite a controversy, as people 
read it that she was advocating for 
boys' needs over those of girls'. She 

then began a year of research to sub-
stantiate her assertions, leading to 
the publication of this book.  
The Washington Post wrote: "Tyre 
presents years of research and report-
ing from schools around the country 
and arrives at a gut-punch of a con-
clusion: Education in the United 
States is not geared to boys. Teaching 
methods favor girls. Boys disengage 
as early as pre-school and never quite 
recover. Tyre has the numbers, stud-
ies and interviews to back it up....(her) 
conclusions are striking..." 

In the Library Loop: from the desk of Librarian Mrs. Pennell 

Ceramics Showcase 
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Pictured above are students from Miss Michele Kabis’ Ceramics I/II courses.  
On June 10th, the students showcased their award-winning projects in the an-
nual BHS Art Show held at the Commons.   

 Continued on p. 4 

Pictured below is a close up of Senior 
Arielle Barrett’s Ceramic Plate “A Work of 
the Heart.”  President of the BHS chapter 
of the National Art Honor Society, Arielle 
spent diligent hours “drawing” into the 
clay with various tools to create the unique 
textures seen below. 

To Mr. James Alt, Mr. Charles Bogusat, Mrs. Joyce 
Marada, Mr. Roy Marada and Mrs. Hilda MacLean: 
Thank you for your years of dedicated service to the 
Bergenfield Public Schools.  The BHS Community 
wishes all of you a restful and fulfilling retirement.  
Congratulations!!! 



On April 28, 2009 the Peers As Lead-
ers (about 25 students) attended the 
4th Annual Educational Symposium 
“Say Yes to Life & Drive Responsibly” 
conducted by the Rebeka Verea Foun-
dation.  Their goal is to provide stu-
dents with education about drunk & 
reckless driving utilizing various 
speakers.  In addition to Dr. & Mrs. 
Verea’s heart wrenching story about 
their daughter Rebeka who was killed 
in a car crash on graduation night, 
speakers presented from the Trauma 
and Injury Center at Hackensack Uni-
versity, the NJ Division of Highway 
Traffic Safety, the Essex County 
Prosecutors & Vehicular Homicide, 
Think First with Kessler Foundation, 
Mr. Vincent Bove, and the Cliffside 

Park Police Department among oth-
ers.  It was an exceptional day and the 
students learned how to increase their 
interpersonal and communication 
skills. They understood how to create 
stronger leadership skills and 
how to make healthier choices 
for their own lives as well as 
assisting their fellow peers.   
On Friday, June 05, 2009, the 
Seniors and all Renaissance 
card holders of Bergenfield 
High School, were privileged to par-
ticipate in a venue highlighting the 
need to refrain from drinking and 
driving and to act responsibly during 
the end of school year events such as 
the prom and graduation parties. Dr. 

Matthew Bellace a PH.D in clinical 
psychology presented his message of 
drug-free leadership with great hu-
mor, seriousness and engaged audi-
ence interaction. His “How to Get 

High, Naturally” presentation 
was well received by the student 
body. They asked him to return 
next year and he graciously ac-
cepted.  
Dr. Bellace’s primary goal is to 
encourage young people to pur-

sue natural highs and make healthy 
choices.  He believes that by empower-
ing students to make healthy choices 
and pursue natural highs (exhibited 
in his presentation), students will be 
less likely to abuse substances.  

S.A.C. Corner (from the desk of Ms. Linda DePinto) 

Buendia and Mrs. Deana Rothenberg.  
The BHS Community thanks these 
teachers for going above and beyond 
for its school community. 

Mr. Phil Moliere and Mr. Ivan Fidler 
are proud to announce recognized stu-
dents from the North Jersey Craft-
man’s Fair held in May.  The follow-
ing students won awards for their en-
tries in the Computer Graphics cate-
gory: Fernando Garcia won 1st prize 
for his CD design; Laura Nappi 
earned two silver ribbons: one for her 
CD design and the other for a maga-
zine cover design; Ashley Nieves 
earned a 3rd place ribbon for her 
magazine cover design.  The following 
CADD I students received awards for 
"Technical Drawing" entries: Second 
Place: Satchel Victory 
and Michael Villamiel.  
For 3rd Place: Justin 
Bevilacqua, Al-Rashid 
Jamalul, Mahtab Khan, 
Ryan Mistry, Emmanuel 
Perez and Jessica Tapi-
culin. 

The Renaissance Program is proud to 
announce that over 829 students re-
ceived award cards for their accom-
plishments in the last marking period.    
The program itself incorporated more 
fundraising events and recognized its 
sponsors through community service 
activities.  The Final Exam exemption 
is a major component of the program, 
and many students who achieved a 
solid 93 during the entire school year 
were able to take advantage of this 
privilege.  The Teleprompter has be-
come a strong vehicle to share infor-
mation to the at-large community.  A 
total of 120 Platinum Card holders—
students who achieved at least a 4.00 
GPA were also recognized in the last 
Renaissance Assembly.  Furthermore, 

ten Student-of-the-Month winners 
were named to continue an estab-
lished feature of the program.  For 
next year, the Renaissance Pro-
gram looks forward to providing a 
more intensive 9th grade orienta-
tion program before the school year 
begins.   

This year 66 schools competed in the 
26th annual Orlando Saa Foreign 
Language Poetry Recitation Contest 
at William Paterson University.  The 
contest provides a serious challenge to 
students studying a foreign language 
or additional language in middle or 
high school.   
Bergenfield can proudly claim two 
winners this year.  Eleventh grader 
Rachel Cosio won 3rd place for her 
recitation in Italian, Advanced Level.  
Aileen Barsatan, a 6th grader at Row 
W. Brown won 2nd place Honors in 
English as a Second Language, Inter-
mediate Level. 
Mastering a poem for competitive reci-
tation requires great dedication.  All 
twenty students who represented Ber-
genfield are to be commended for their 
long hours of preparation, their will-
ingness to compete in another lan-
guage, and for being wonderfully sup-
portive of each other.  This year’s 
chaperones from the trip—Mrs. Roma 
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Orlando Saa  
Foreign Language  
Poetry Contest…. 

Craftman’s Fair 

Renaissance Program 



80 South Prospect Avenue 
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So, while I am an avid fan of "beach 
books"- those we read for pleasure and 
fun on vacation- do yourself and the 
boys in your life a favor and check out 
Tyre's book. And please don't think I 
am forgetting about the girls. Peggy 
Orenstein's School Girls and Reviving 
Ophelia and Ophelia Speaks by Mary 
Pipher are highly recommended    
Speaking of "beach books", some of 
America's favorite fiction authors 
have new releases just in time for 
summer reading. If you like mysteries 
you may want to check out local Ber-
gen County author Harlan Coben. His 
Myron Bolitar novels are especially 
fun for sports fans. Jeffery Deaver 
continues to keep us anxious for the 
next in his Lincoln Rhyme series, and 
Lee Childs is always worth a look! 
Summer is a great time to  catch up 
with Jodi Picoult's My Sister's Keeper, 
soon to be released as a major motion 
picture, and her thought provoking  
Change of Heart. CSI fans should  
love any books by Kathy Reichs (her 
character Temperance Brennan  in-
spired the Bones TV series), Tess Ger-
ritsen, Patricia Cornwell and Linda 
Fairstein. 

 

Here’s the Spring Sports Round-up: 

• Head Softball Coach Maria Carluc-
cio joined the Bergen County 
Women’s Coaching Association’s 
Century Club by earning her 100th 
career victory  

• Under Head Coach Will Jaeger, the 
Golf Team won three out of its last 
four matches.  Senior Kevin Schultz 
was named to 2nd Team All-NBIL.  
Senior Connor Hopkins earned 
Honorable Mention.   

• Sophomore Kyle Grimm earned 1st 
Team All-NBIL for Baseball.  

• Senior Corey Caidenhead had a 
blistering Track season.  For his 
efforts, he was recognized as The 
Bergen Record Athlete of the Week.  
He won the NBIL 2 and Bergen 
Division B titles and was third in 
North 1, Group 3 and the State 
Group 3 meets for the 800 meter 
event.  His time of 1:53.54 ranks 
13th in Bergen County.  Junior 
Elijah Holder was named 1st Team 
NBIL for the 100 meter and 200 
meter sprints. 

• The Boys’ Tennis Team had a ban-
ner year.  For more details on their 
successful season, see page one of 
this edition of the BHS Newsletter. 

Finally, there is a lot of talk about the 
"summer slide", the loss that can oc-
cur in literacy skills while school is 
out. Studies have shown that reading 
as few as six books (or the equivalent) 
over summer break can help young 
people maintain these important 
skills. Encourage reading. Let your 
children see you reading. In these 
tough economic times revisit the bene-
fits of your public library. Bring books 
on tape along for your car trips and 
let everyone listen to something the 
whole family can enjoy! Have a great 
summer vacation!       
 
What I'm reading: Outliers: The Story 
of Success by Malcolm Gladwell, Gone 
Tomorrow by Lee Child, One Minute 
to Midnight: Kennedy, Khrushchev, 
and Castro on the Brink of Nuclear 
War by Michael Dobbs, Roadside 
Crosses by Jeffery Deaver, the second 
in his new Kathryn Dance series, and 
anxiously awaiting the hilarious Fin-
ger Lickin' Fifteen by Janet Evano-
vich!  
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Mr. Butler Shares Community Service Recognition with Students 
On May 29th, The Bergenfield/Dumont Rotary Club honored Mr. Butler for his commu-
nity service during its 2nd annual Beefsteak Dinner.  This event benefited a Community 
Service Scholarship for three students who have demonstrated exemplary service to 
their school or community.  The recipients for this scholarship were Analyn Delfin, 
Christina Jones, and Merjeme Lala.  These students accumulated over 900 hours of ser-
vice during their four years of high school.  Mr. Butler is pictured above with current 
BHS students who actively volunteer their time to the local community. 

Athletics Extra Mrs. Pennell: In the Library Loop 

(Continued) 

This year the literary maga-
zine club moved from out-
sourced printing of their 
magazine to printing in 
house.  The staff also 
worked towards creating its 
first electronic publication.  
These changes allowed the 
club to keep with trends in 
the publication industry 
and offer students a wider 
range of experience and 
exposure to the realities of 
publishing and print media. 

Collage  


