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Bergenfield Public School District is 
happy to report that we had a sum-
mer filled with learning. Our sum-
mer classes were actively engaged 
with students from Pre–K through 
grade 12. Students were provided 
an opportunity to complete online 
work and the data shows that our el-
ementary students logged in daily to 
complete their assignments. Thanks 
to the parents for their support. The 
Bergenfield Public Library also had 
a steady stream of students who par-
ticipated in various summer reading 
activities. 
 
Starting in June, our staff had the 
opportunity to select from a multi-
tude of summer workshops, span-
ning various topics with a focus on 
reading comprehension, science, 
guided reading, and book studies. 
Also, to expand our 21st century 
learning and instruction, Google 
Gmail, Docs, Sheets, and Drive were 
presented to our staff. Workshops 
were filled with teachers preparing 
to start the new school year. Thanks 
to our teachers for their dedication. 

We hope all had a relaxing and fun 
summer, and hope you are excited 
for the 2016-17 School Year!

Mary Anne DeVivio
Assistant Superintendent of Curriculum

FROM THE DESK OF THE SUPERINTENDENT
By Christopher M. Tully, EdS, Superintendent of Schools

I once read that the term “reflection” could be defined as look-
ing back so that the view looking forward is even clearer. As the 
newly appointed Superintendent of Schools, when I pause to look 
back on the previous school year, my first realization is that I must 
take a moment to honor, congratulate, and thank my predecessor, 
Dr. Michael Kuchar. 

Dr. Kuchar’s unmatched passion for education and for the com-
munity of Bergenfield, throughout a career spanning 30 something 
years, has been wholly focused on propelling Bergenfield Public 
School District from "Good to Great." He led the district to gar-

nering state and national accolades for astonishing accomplishments. On behalf of the 
entire Bergenfield community, I thank Dr. Michael Kuchar for his outstanding service 
to the children of Bergenfield.  

As our seemingly frantic world continues to transform, the concept of "great," is also 
always changing. Therefore, only by developing lifelong learners, at every stakeholder 
level in the district, can we keep pace for tomorrow. All evidence suggests we are succeed-
ing in this mission, as you will soon read in this edition, which summarizes the brilliant 
achievements of our students. 

We cannot take too long to pause because we must prepare for a new school year filled 
with more opportunities for continued excellence. While our schools may be closed dur-
ing the summer, our team is busier than ever. Our buildings and grounds staff, together 
with contractors, have been working hard to clean our schools and complete construction 
projects. This hard work is being done so you will return for a new school year greeted by 
shinny floors and facility improvements ensuring a safe and productive learning environ-
ment for our exceptional teachers and students. 

Our technology department is also working to prepare computers and laptops for use 
on projects yet to be imagined. They are busy putting the finishing touches on imple-
menting our Google Classroom Pilot, as we have purchased additional Chromebooks to 
be used in the school year.  

I know you share my enthusiasm for the 2016-2017 school year, as it will be another 
opportunity to work towards our shared vision for excellence in education. I hope stu-
dents and staff enjoyed their well-deserved break and return rested and ready to continue 
preparing our community’s exceptional leaders of tomorrow. 

We have taken the time together to look back, so now let’s look forward with our 
mission clearer than ever!  

With Bear Pride,

Christopher Tully
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In June, a team representing Franklin 
School earned Highest Honors in the 
2015-16 WordMasters Challenge—a na-
tional vocabulary competition involving 
nearly 150,000 students annually. The 
fifth grade team scored an impressive 172 
points out of a possible 200 in the last of 
three meets last school year. This resulted 
in the team placing seventh in the nation 
among the 378 teams enrolled!

The WordMasters Challenge is an 
exercise in critical thinking that first en-
courages students to become familiar with 
a set of interesting new words (consider-
ably harder than grade level). Students 
are then challenged to use those words 
to complete analogies expressing various 
kinds of logical relationships. 

Team Places Seventh Nationally

The start of September brought with it new classes, faces, and teachers for our stu-
dents, and marked the beginning of another year when goals and dreams can be set. The 
month also brought great news, as we learned that Bergenfield High School was recog-
nized by Sustainable Jersey for Schools for achieving bronze certification, identifying it 
as a leader in the state relative to sustainability practices. The district will work hard to 
make this a fruitful year of success and knowledge for our children. We look forward 
to building strong relationships with our parents and guardians, and appreciate their 
continued support for our learning community. Let’s make this year the best one yet!

Welcome Back for the 2016-17 School Year

Adelphi University
American International College
Boston University
College of Mount Saint Vincent
Dominican College
East Carolina University
Fairleigh Dickinson University
Fashion Institute of Technology
Felician University
Fordham University
Full Sail University
Gannon University
Georgetown University
Hampton University
Iona College
John Jay College of Criminal Justice
Kean University
Lehigh University
Mercy College
Monmouth University

A Snapshot of Colleges & Universities Being Attended by the BHS Class of 2016
Montclair State University
Mount St. Mary's University
New England College
New Jersey City University
New Jersey Institute of Technology
New York City College of Technology
New York University
Norwich University
Nova Southeastern University
Pace University
Pennsylvania College of Art & Design
Pennsylvania State University
Ramapo College of New Jersey
Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute
Rutgers University
Saint Peter's University
Savannah College of Art and Design
Seton Hall University
St. John's University
Stevens Institute of Technology

Stockton University
Syracuse University
Temple University
Texas Woman's University
The College of New Jersey
The Culinary Institute of America
The Ohio State University
University of Central Florida
University of Connecticut
University of Delaware
University of Hartford
University of Maine
University of Miami
University of New Haven
University of Pennsylvania
University of Rhode Island
University of South Florida
University of Tennessee
West Virginia University
William Paterson University
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WE ARE BERGENFIELD

Daryl Gonzalez 
VEX Robotics Competi-
tor, National Art Honor 
Society, attending Syracuse 
University

John Jay Delossantos
Marching band, Big Broth-
er/Sister, cross country, 
winter & spring track, at-
tending Boston University

Olivia Jenkins
5 honor societies, 
marching band 
drum major, Quiz 
Bowl Team, at-
tending George-
town University

Bianca Owusu
H ea l th  Ca ree r 
Academy, Quiz 
Bowl Team, at-
tending the Uni-
versity of Penn-
sylvania

Dino Landaverde
Two-time BHS Science Fair 
champion, Eagle Scout, Ju-
nior Firefighter, attending 
Rutgers University

Kimberly Souffront
Interact Club, volleyball, 
Quiz Bowl Team, marching 
band, attending Pennsylva-
nia State University

Praveen Joseph
Class VP, Debate 
Team, Model UN, 
Quiz Bowl Team, 
5 honor societies, 
attending Lehigh 
University

Jon Pendon
STEM, Chemistry 
Olympic Team, 
marching band, 
attending Stevens 
Institute of Tech-
nology

Caoilin Ramsay
STEM, National Merit 
Scholar, Academic Decath-
lon, attending Rensselaer 
Polytechnic Institute

Ella Dayan
Class President, 
peer  l eader ,  4 
honor societies, 
marching band, at-
tending Ohio State 
University
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