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A. When schools are in session
 B. After you have been accepted
C. When you can
D. Not a priority-you can find out 
what you need to know from the 
internet



 The campus visit gives you a first-hand look 
at the people, programs, and facilities of a 
college or university.  As a consumer, you 
should seize the opportunity to have the 
experience at your earliest convenience.  As 
an applicant, the fact that you visit speaks to 
your level of interest in the school.



A. Senior Year
B. Junior Year
C. Sophomore Year
D. All of the above



 The most important year of high school is the 
year your child is in!  Students need to take 
care of business in the classroom now so that 
next year can count for something.  The more 
selective the college/university, though, the 
more important the senior year will be as the 
determining credential.



 A. Move to the next logical level of 
rigor or challenge.

 B. Relax and take interesting electives.
 C. Try to take as many Honors and 
Advanced Placement classes as 
possible.

 D. Take a good mix of courses that 
are challenging and easy.



 Students are prone to a lot of unhealthy 
tendencies when approaching senior year 
academically ranging from ensuring a less 
stressful year to overextending themselves by 
taking too many challenging classes.  The key 
is to know your capacity to do work and 
within that capacity, continue to challenge 
yourself at the next level of rigor in each 
discipline.



 A. Reveal a side of yourself that won’t 
appear anywhere else on the application.

 B. Express an important social or political 
point of view.

 C. Describe the most important event of 
your life.

 D. Be short and easy to read.



 While answers B, C, D might eventually 
describe your essay, as its core, your essay 
needs to say something about you.  Let the 
reader “in” to your heart and soul. Give that 
person perspective on why you see, believe, 
and feel as you do.



 A. Only good students apply
 B. Because of their popularity, 
colleges/universities tend to attract 
more applicants than they can accept.

 C. The best colleges/universities are 
more selective or harder to get into.

 D. Only the best students can get into 
colleges/universities that are selective



 As soon as an institution receives one more 
application that it has offers to make, it 
becomes selective.  The number of 
applications received is largely a function of 
the school’s popularity-and there are a lot of 
reasons a school might be popular outside of 
academic quality.  Selective institutions will 
then choose the candidates they feel are best 
suited to their institutional needs.



 A. Apply only to schools with low price tags
 B. Use on-line calculators to determine your 

family’s financial contribution.
 C. Ask the financial aid officer to provide an 

early estimate of your family’s expected 
contribution.

 Consult with a financial planner who can 
help you get the best deal.



 There are a lot of “resources” out there that 
presume to help families solve the 
affordability and college financing question.  
While financial planning experts can be 
helpful, neither they nor on-line calculators 
are able to adequately anticipate the nuances 
of institutional need analysis.  As a result, 
college financial aid personnel are often the 
best resources for families.



 A. They don’t have the right contacts.
 B. The admission committee failed to 
recognize the strength of their 
credentials.

 C. They made unwise choices 
regarding classroom performance.

 D. Their scores were too low.



 While each of these factors can having a 
bearing on who “gets in,” the choices that 
students make every day with regard to how 
they approach their academic work (course 
selection, effort etc.) provides a good 
indicator as to how well they will compete 
for admission at places that are selective.



 A. The student wants to have the best chance 
of getting into a great school.

 B. The student is convinced beyond a shadow 
of doubt that the college is the absolute best 
fit and first choice.  He/she will enroll if 
accepted.

 C. The student has good connections that will 
only make a difference in Early Decision/

 D. The student has a great academic record.
 E. The student does not need financial aid.



 While the odds favor students who apply early 
decision over those who apply regular 
decision, it is still critical that the student be 
prepared to make a commitment.  The other 
possible choices reflect characteristics of 
students who might find success as ED 
applicants.  None should apply ED unless they 
are ready to commit if accepted.



 A. The one that values you for what 
you do well.

 B. The place that is closest to home.
 C. The one with the highest ranking.
 D. The place where a lot of your 
friends will be attending.



 There are a lot of right answers to this 
question of the best college for you, but the 
answer that always makes the most sense is 
“the college that will value you for what you 
do well.”  That is the college that will embrace 
you and invest in your success.


