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Academy Happenings 

As we charge into the second marking period of the 
school year, the freshmen have begun to realize the 
importance of building a solid academic and 
extracurricular foundation for their journey through 
high school and the benefits they will reap as they 
later prepare for life beyond the walls of BHS.  Many 
students are emerging as diligent, dedicated and 
conscientious learners and have taken on the 
responsibilities of high school as active young adults 
with goals in mind for their futures. 

Research and Writing students completed their 
informational paper, citing examples from the text, 
using MLA method. They also started the Mystery 
Research paper, from which students will learn how to 
use the BHS Virtual Library databases to locate 
quality information to synthesize in a paper. 

In World Literature, students are beginning a unit on 
Middle Eastern Literature in their English classes.  
They will be reading the autobiography Persepolis, 
short stories and poems from different Middle Eastern 
writers, and current news articles on happenings in the 
Middle East.  As a cumulative assignment for the unit, 
students will have to write an informative essay that 
examines and conveys their knowledge of the Middle 
East in regards to what they have learned from the 
various readings. 

The Great Bear Citizens of the Month for November 
are: Sarah Goldstein and Dino Landaverde.  Along 
with exemplary behavior and work ethic, both 
students spend their time outside of school serving 
their local communities.  Sarah is a Girl Scout and 
also completes service projects for her local Y.  Prior 
to Thanksgiving weekend, Sarah devoted her time 
assisting victims of SuperStorm Sandy.  Dino is a Boy 
Scout who recently worked on a redesign project at 
Palisades Interstate Park to repair damaged irrigation 
and drainage systems from the effects of SuperStorm 
Sandy.    

Mr. Tanzola’s PSI Physics class spent the first 
marking period working on Kinematics and using 
math to solve problems.  After this challenging start 

with the math-based schoolwork, the second marking 
period provides students will real-time examples of 
Physics in action such as in-class demonstrations of 
rolling cards down a track and studying marbles 
rolling down a roller coaster.  Several students have 
improved their grades dramatically through hard work 
and effort.  They are: Jomar Fiorentino, Ingred Pita, 
Alyssa Malizia, Jeremy Munante, Barbara Zapata, 
and Lauren Beckles.   

Athletics 

While the girls’ soccer team finished the season 3-9-1, 
freshman Kay James made an impact on the varsity 
in her first season with a call up from Coach Mike 
Merlo.  During the Paramus game Kay played forward 
and created multiple chances to score.   Coach Merlo 
looks forward to seeing her next season. 

The freshman cheerleaders had a great fall season. 
They ended the season with a first place win at 
the FDU competition in the Rothman Center. They 
scored highest in the dance drill category beating a JV 
team from Glen Rock.  

Freshman Haleigh Martin stood out in her first high 
school season playing volleyball.  Receiving playing 
time at the JV and ninth grade levels, Haleigh 
demonstrated dominance in games—giving Head 
Coach Will Jaeger continued optimism for her upside.   

The Freshman Class Officers this year are: 
Vijay Singh-President, Praveen Joseph-Vice-
President, Vanessa Cajes-Secretary, Mizuki Ajasaki-
Treasurer 
  
The class looks forward to raising funds through 
bake sales and other fundraisers this year. 
  

Upcoming Dates 

School will be closed from December 24 - January 
1 for winter recess.  School reopens January 2.  
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