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Academy Happenings 

Students in Mrs. Baez’s World Literature Honors classes 
have been discussing the connections they discovered 
between advertising and peers’ reading habits.  Students 
worked on  advertising campaigns  to  persuade reluctant 
readers to read The Catcher in the Rye.  The campaigns 
included media genres (a dramatized commercial or book 
trailer, an interview with an author, a print advertisement) 
that they have examined in this unit. As support for their 
advertising campaign, they wrote an argumentative essay 
using the five elements of argumentation to persuade others 
to read the book. The project also included a written 
analysis of the persuasive techniques and advertising claims 
that were used and how they appealed to the target 
audience. All students presented their projects to a panel of 
judges and received constructive feedback.  

In Algebra I the students are currently working on a 
project.  They must create a wish list of four items in 
different price ranges (from under $100 to over $10,000).  
They are required to visit a store (or location) where they 
could realistically work, ask for a job application and 
inquire about hourly wage for teens. They were instructed 
NOT to turn in any applications or fill anything out other 
than the hourly pay.  The students will then create an 
equation and a graph showing how much money is being 
earned at their new "job" over time, and see how many 
hours are needed to work in order to purchase each item on 
their wish list. The goal of the project is for students to 
learn how to budget their money.  They will present their 
answers electronically only.  Presentations may include a 
video, PowerPoint, etc.  They must write a paragraph 
summarizing their findings, including how many hours they 
would need to work to earn each item, and their method of 
transportation to their job. 

Freshmen students in Mr. Hayden’s and Mr. Heede’s 
World Literature classes recently completed their study of 
John Steinbeck's Of Mice and Men by crafting literary 
analysis essays developed around thesis statements that 
they created themselves.  Students have just begun a unit on 
Middle Eastern Literature in which they will develop an 
understanding of Middle Eastern culture and society 
through the voices of its authors.  They will read works by 
Middle Eastern writers, such as Marjane Satrapi's 
Perrsepolis, and current news articles focused on issues 
arising from the Middle East.  Ultimately, they will write a 
synthesis essay to show their understanding of the readings. 

Research and Writing students finished their first 
foundational essay based on Sean Covey's book, The Seven  

 

Habits of Highly Effective Teens. Students used technology 
to complete the writing process--noodletools.com, 
turnitin.com, thesaurus.com, dictionary.com, Microsoft 
Office Word. Skills included reading information for main 
idea, citing sources using MLA method, paraphrasing, 
formatting, clinchers, titles, hooks, conclusions, word 
choice, and common grammar errors. Students also started 
their next major essay--the argument essay, drawing topics 
from the BHS Virtual Library database: Opposing 
Viewpoints. This essay incorporates all the previous writing 
skills, while adding thesis statement and sentence variation. 
Students celebrated the end of marking period one's 
classdojo.com competition. Classes compete for points on a 
daily basis, earning points for asking and answering higher-
level thinking questions, for reading goals/objectives at the 
start and end of class, for coming to class prepared, for 
completing all assignments, for working cooperatively, and 
for using technology responsibly. 

In Personal Finance, students are participating in a month-
long simulation called the Game of Life. Students can 
earn classroom cash based on their daily performance to 
spend on in-class privileges and extra credit points. They 
keep track of their daily budget and can earn bonuses for 
special jobs like media manager, supply manager and 
Twitter manager. Each day, random life events are 
included that impact their in-game personal finances. 
 
The Model United Nations is going to spearhead an 
awareness campaign about Human Rights Month this 
December. In an effort to help the families affected by 
Typhoon Haiyan, the group will also sell bracelets to raise 
money for UNICEF. 

Athletics 

In Girls Tennis, Aishwarya Gandotra was named 1st Team 
All League and 3rd Team All county and JeriAnn Ramilo 
was named 2nd Team All League  

From the Ninth Grade Academy Staff to your 
family, we wish you a happy and healthy holiday!  
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