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From the Desk of the Superintendent
By Dr. Michael Kuchar, Superintendent of Schools

For a vast
number of Americans, 2012 will forever be remembered
as a year of enduring
adversities. This
fall, Superstorm
Sandy left countless
families devastated.
Many continue to
recover from damages sustained during the hurricane, while
others still remain displaced from their
homes. Yet, before we could fully recover
from one catastrophe, another presented
itself in the form of the tragedy in Connecticut on December 14th.
The ability to come together, as
friends and neighbors, and battle through
adversity truly defines the strength of a
community. Our district has long been
dedicated to fostering community partnerships for the educational and operational
management of the school system, and
such partnerships are imperative to our
mission to provide safe and nurturing
schools. An example of such critical
partnerships is one we have forged with
the Bergenfield Police Department and the
Bergen County Prosecutor to comprise a
task force charged with the undertaking of
a comprehensive vulnerability assessment
of our schools. Together, we are doing
everything possible to keep our students
and staff safe from harm.
The Bergenfield Public School District has taken immediate steps to ensure
that we are providing the safest environment for our children. The Board of Education has hired Mr. Carl Mittelhammer
as the Director for Crisis Management. In
this position, Mr. Mittelhammer will work
with the Coordinator of Security (Pete
Murphy), the police department, and the
Building and District Safety Committees
to ensure that we revise and implement

the most effective school emergency and
crisis management plans.
On January 21st, at a District Safety
Summit, Mr. Mittelhammer presented the
first draft of our new School Safety Manual to our entire faculty and staff. Copies of
the manual were individually distributed
to all employees, and future revisions
will be dispersed in order to make certain
that all remain current in the latest safety
procedures. Mr. Mittelhammer, along
with members of the Bergenfield Police
Department, also presented a powerful
training video and allowed staff members
to voice their concerns in matters of school
safety. These concerns, along with those
collected through a district-wide survey,
are currently being reviewed and will be
used to guide the ongoing assessment and
procedure modifications. Also, the district
is working diligently to ensure that all
employees have proper training in current
and future safety measures.
The Board of Education is continuously seeking new and better ways
to keep our parents and staff informed
on what is happening in our schools and
within the community. In addition to
our Reverse 911 Emergency Call System
and our district website, we have now
launched Twitter and Facebook pages. I
urge you to visit our district homepage,
www.bergenfield.org, and click on the
Twitter and Facebook icons under the
“Announcements” header to connect with
us through these social media networks.
We will continue to use all of these
resources to share current information
pertaining to our schools.
Sincerely,

Community Mourns
the Loss of
Two Supporters

Pictured above: Ida Groezinger, left, and Dr.
George Movesian, right.

This past year, Bergenfield mourns
the loss of two individuals whose lives
were committed to children and the betterment of our world through education. Ida
Groezinger was one of the first women to
serve on the Bergenfield Board of Education. She then worked for the Bergenfield
School System from 1998-2010 as a
receptionist for Roy W. Brown Middle
School. Ida leaves a legacy of “putting
children first” and was a champion for
equal access to quality education for all.
Dr. George “Bumper” Movesian
was a professor for Lehman College,
Bronx, NY, for over 30 years. There,
he also served as Department Chairman
of Early Childhood Education. He was
a member of the Bergenfield-Dumont
Rotary Club for over 37 years. “Bumper”
served as chairman of their Semi-Annual
Fruit Sale Fund-raiser for over 32 years,
raising over $120,000 for scholarships for
Bergenfield High School students. Just
weeks before his death, George was delivering free dictionaries to the elementary
students of Bergenfield. His commitment
to children and education is unsurpassed.
We remember the legacy of these
great Bergenfield community members.

—
Dr. Michael D. Kuchar, Ph.D.

“To live in hearts we leave behind is not
to die.” - Thomas Campbell

Around the District
BHS Art Students Bring Home Awards

The 10th Annual Vernon Township Invitational Art Competition, held on
December 6th, featured ten works of art
from students of the BHS Art Program.
The students who had artwork selected
for the show were Justine Catral, Ann
Marie Delacruz, Astrid Del Rosario,
Tatiana Diaz Duque, Breynner Espinoza,

Gisell Gomez, Lemm LaGrama, Bryan
Mancebo, Dominique Perez, and Nicole
Valentino.
Twelve high schools were represented from New Jersey with a total of 120
pieces submitted throughout six categories. With great Bear Pride, we announce
that two students won prestigious awards.
Breynner Espinoza’s watercolor
painting, “Yukki,” won 2nd place overall
in the painting category of the competition. Bryan Mancebo won 1st place in
photography, as well as Best in Show for
his digital photograph entitled “Just Waiting.” The subject of Bryan’s photograph
is his grandmother, and was taken during
a visit while she was hospitalized.

Jefferson Students Give Thanks

U.S. Army veteran, Sgt. Jeffrey Diana, visits
students in Ms. Karabin’s class.

The students in Ms. Karabin’s fifth
grade class at Jefferson School wrote letters to veterans thanking them for their
service to our country. All of the students’

letters were then compiled into a class
booklet, and each student was given a
copy of the booklet to present to a veteran
on Veteran’s Day. Students gave booklets
to family members and neighbors.
Students saw firsthand how touched
the veterans were to hear such words of
gratitude from the children. One of the recipients, Sergeant Jeffrey Diana, a veteran
of the United States Army, visited with
the students to personally thank them for
their inspirational letters. Through this
exercise, the students learned the power of
words and how showing one’s appreciation can touch a life.

Board of Education Honors Cathy Wada

On December 17th, the Bergenfield
Board of Education acknowledged fellow
trustee, Mrs. Cathy Wada, at the monthly
regular meeting. Wada, who has passionately served on the Board of Education
since 2000, has truly been instrumental
in the transformation of the school district

over the past decade. Through her collaborative leadership and commitment,
Bergenfield has received many accolades
over recent years, including the National
School Boards Association’s Digital
School Districts Award for innovative
use of technology in schools, America’s
Promise Alliance’s 100 Best Communities for Young People Award focusing on
success in addressing the nation’s dropout
crisis, recognition by NJ Monthly Magazine as the most improved high school in
the state, and the selection of the district to
help lead the charge of reforming principal
and teacher evaluation processes in the
state through the EE4NJ Pilot Program.

Athletics Hall of Fame

Bergenfield High School is proud to
announce the Athletics Hall of Fame Class
of 2013. The honorees will be inducted
at the Hall of Fame Dinner at Season’s
Restaurant on March 7th at 7pm. Contact the athletics office at 201-385-8876
for ticket information. Congratulations
to our newest inductees: Coach Charles
Baker; Coach Alex Turnamian; Coach
Diane Cauvet Burek; Pat Hille Ferranti,’71; John Drakeford,’51; Richard
Drakeford,‘52; Richard Pierson,’60; Robert Hurley,’66; Doug Olson,’67; Craig
Nielsen,’74; Frank Eufemia,‘77; Frank
Manning,’87; Jennifer Foglio,’01; Michelle Serrano,’02; and the 1950 Varsity
Football Team.

A Greener Tomorrow

The students of the Career Technology Education (CTE) Green Technology Program visited the Atlantic County
Utilities Authority back in November.
Students examined the purpose of wastewater facilities and learned how wind and
solar power can be used to power an entire
facility. Moreover, the students—taught
by first-year instructor Ms. Alyssa Gaston—learned what happens to the excess
power produced by the wastewater facility, discussed the pros and cons of solar
and wind power, and investigated how
bacteria is used to clean wastewater.
Ms. Gaston has been facilitating a
number of hands-on projects focused on
sustainability throughout the year. The
CTE students have been recycling used
footwear and have also developed solar
powered machines, such as cookers and
model cars. The students used the cookers
to make smores at a recent football game
and raced the model cars on December
14th.

Student Achievements
Not only will he be representing Bergenfield High School and the town of Bergenfield, but the state of New Jersey as well!

«Marcus

Knowles, first grade student
at Franklin School, was the district-wide
winner for the 2012-13 Fire Prevention
Poster Contest. As the first place winner,
Marcus was able to ride to school in a fire
truck. Congratulations Marcus!

« Two

Hoover Elementary teachers,
Ms. Dunnigan and Ms. Russini, are helping their fourth grade students perfect
writing. The pair developed a three-step
writing task for their students to follow
while crafting their personal narratives.
First, students are asked to write their
narratives using one controlling idea that
moves sequentially. Next, the students are
asked to “zoom in” on a small moment and
extend it by adding reactions, thoughts,
observations, and feelings. Finally, the
students explore mentor texts for crafting
strong leads. This writing task develops
vocabulary and creates expectations for
skills and strategies for students that will
help keep them focused. This work is
aligned to the Common Core Standards
preparing students for college and career
readiness.

«As part of Washington School’s focus

on character and citizenship, students
have been taking part in a program called
“The Kindness Tree.” When students are
“caught” doing kind and thoughtful deeds
by any staff member, they are awarded a
coin in grades kindergarten to two, while
students in grades three to five receive a
special VIP card. Once a week, students
turn in their coins and cards to the office
to receive a leaf with their name on it.
These leaves are then put on display on
our “Tree of Kindness.” For the first four
months of the 2012-2013 school year,
Washington School students have earned
over 200 leaves for their good deeds in our
community. We are well on our way to
reaching our goal of 400 leaves!

School students decorated
holiday bags for the Veteran’s Hospital in
Paramus. Bags were decorated to cheer up
those veterans recovering from illnesses
or receiving long-term care. Fourth grade
student, Angeline Joseph, initiated the
project.

«Each month, the teachers of Roy W.

Brown Middle School recognize nine
students who have exhibited positive
character traits and served as leaders
within the building during the previous
month. These students are acknowledged
with a pizza lunch in the principal’s office and receive MVP certificates and
congratulatory letters. Group pictures of
each month’s MVP’s are displayed on the
ground floor beyond the security desk on
the “scoreboard” mural created by the Art
Club under Ms. LeManquais’ direction.

« BHS

«It is with great pride that the Bergen-

« Franklin

Pictured above are November’s MVP’s:
Tamanna Sarowar, Meryl Pookkattu, Ezra Capiral, Steven Paulino, Seth
Castro, James Cruz, Angela Rose Massa,
Tommy Bencosme & Nicholas Lapinig.

field High School Music Department announces that junior Ariel Sanchez (bass
2) has been invited to sing with the 2013
All-Eastern Mixed Chorus in Hartford,
Connecticut. The All-Eastern music
ensembles represent the best of the 13
states from Maine to Maryland (including
students in Europe). Ariel will participate
in a 3-day rehearsal period from April 4-6
that culminates in a concert at the Bushnell
Performing Arts Center in Hartford at 1:30
p.m. on Sunday, April 7th. As a former
member of the All-Eastern Chorus, Mr.
Malcolm Couden, Director of Choirs, is
especially proud of Ariel’s achievement.

is proud to announce that this
year’s Academic Decathlon team brought
home three gold medals, one silver medal,
three bronze medals, and three honorable
mention certificates. Also, Liya Johnson
was awarded the Lamp of Learning as
BHS’s Most Valuable Team Member.
This year’s team high scorers were: James
Purswani, Varsity Level; Bethany Jukuy,
Scholastic Level; and Liya Johnson,
Honors Level. The breakdown of medal
winners is as follows: Benjamin Marcelo,
Honorable Mention - Science; Tunisia
Kenyatta and Liya Johnson, Honorable
Mention - Interviewing; Bethany Jukuy
and Aizelmarie Magsino, Bronze - Music;
Bethany Jukuy, Bronze - Social Sciences;
Liya Johnson, Silver - Science; Bethany
Jukuy, Gold - Science; Liya Johnson, Gold
- Social Sciences; and Tunisia Kenyatta,
Gold - Speech.

Around the District
Reading for the Stars

Recently, Lincoln School honored a
group of students for the strides they have
made in Accelerated Reader. During an
honorary luncheon, Mr. Mitchel awarded
50 gold medals to students in front of
their proud parents and grandparents in
the audience. These students have shown
excellence in their reading skills and determination to become better readers. Lincoln School is utilizing the Renaissance
Accelerated Reader program to help
develop lifelong readers and learners.

Learn New Languages

Bergenfield Public Library is offering residents access to Mango Languages,
the remarkable new online language learning tool suitable for travelers, business
people, students, and English Language
Learners (ELL).
Users can choose from 45 foreign
languages to learn in a low-key, selfpaced environment. Mango also has ELL
courses designed to help speakers of other
languages to learn English.
This service is free and available at
the library or remotely. All that is required
is a valid Bergenfield Library card! To log
on, visit the Bergenfield Library web page
at www.bergenfield.bccls.org and click on
the link for Mango Languages.
Classes on using Mango Languages
will be offered to Bergenfield residents.
For information, contact the library at
(201) 387-4040 and ask for Don Hansen,
ESL and Adult Programming Coordinator.

Bergenfield Board of Education
100 South Prospect Avenue
Bergenfield, New Jersey 07621-1958

Furry Friends

Each month, the students of Ms.
Kilbride’s and Ms. Seibel’s classes receive a visit from Whisper, a therapy dog
belonging to Ms. Phelan, a former Roy W.
Brown teacher. Accompanying Whisper
is Callie, a friend and fellow therapy dog
owned by Ms. DiLorenzo. The students
have learned a great deal about caring for
animals as well as developing relationships with others through the special bond
that they share with their four-legged,
furry friends.
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