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From the Desk of the Superintendent
By Dr. Michael Kuchar, Superintendent of Schools

E

arlier this
spring, I was
extremely proud to
report that Bergenfield High School
made the Washington Post’s list
of America’s Most
Challenging High
Schools. According to the Post, “The
Challenge Index is designed to identify
schools that have done the best job in persuading average students to take collegelevel courses and tests.” Well, now that
we’ve completed another school year,
I’m pleased to invite you to review the
information in our final 2012-13 newsletter, which documents that our Bergenfield
students are achieving at unprecedented
levels. Our students are not only meeting,
but are far exceeding established goals,
objectives, and expectations in every
arena. Whether math, science, literature,
sports, or the arts, Bergenfield’s children
have risen to the very top.
Mr. James Fasano, BHS Principal,
proudly announced that, “97 percent of the
class of 2013 will be going off to a college
or university this fall.” This figure doesn’t
include students who will continue their
education through the military or technical programs. Meanwhile, the number of
students attending “most competitive” to
“very competitive” colleges and universities, as identified by Barron’s publication, increased over previous graduating
classes. Once again, this year, BHS
will send its graduating students to elite
schools and, in fact, our valedictorian will
be attending MIT in the fall. I’m positive
that you, too, will be very impressed with
this graduating class, and I invite you to
please review the list of colleges in back
of this newsletter, watch the 2013 BHS
Graduation Ceremony on Channel 77, and
view the new “We Are Bergenfield” video

at www.bergenfield.org.
I believe Mr. Fasano said it best
when he stated, “The BHS Class of 2013
was an extraordinary class with extraordinary accomplishments!” While I applaud
and celebrate every student who graduated
this year, it’s important for me to ask you
to join me in honoring two groups that
personify Bergenfield’s unique commitment to bringing every child triumphantly
across the finish line—regardless of each
child’s starting point.
First, please allow me to celebrate
any graduate who worked diligently to
overcome disabilities, learning differences, and personal struggles to walk proudly,
in their caps and gowns, side by side
with their peers. Specifically, it brings
me such satisfaction to note that among
our 330 graduates are two students who
were enrollees in the TriValley Autism
Academy. Our partnership with Dumont
Public Schools and Bergen County Special Services has enabled us to provide
exceptional support in the least restrictive
environment for students with autism.
This has meant opening new doors and
providing renewed hope for students,
parents, teachers, and peers.
Other graduates to be identified
for special recognition are those from our
innovative Alternative High School Program. Delivering a personalized curriculum and research-based strategies to meet
individual learning needs ensured that
“failure was not an option” in our school
district. As a result, not one student has
dropped out of Bergenfield High School
for the second year in a row! This truly
exemplifies that, in Bergenfield, New Jersey, “no child left behind” is not a motto,
but rather a mission. Congratulations to
our students, staff, and families for a job
well done!

Congratulations to the
Class of 2013!
The Board of Education
wishes everyone a safe,
happy, and productive
summer break.
See you all in September!

A Message from the
Class Valedictorian

I want the class of 2013 to engrave
this moment into their minds. [Graduation] is the last day of the first chapter
in our lives. Tomorrow, you will all be
starting from a brand new page and have
the freedom to create whatever your heart
desires. Whether you are pursuing higher
education, joining the armed forces, pursuing ministry work, looking for a job, or
still trying to find yourself, you have the
freedom to continue writing the pages in
the book you have started, or start brand
new. It is never too late to figure out who
you are and who you want to be. Step
outside your comfort zone, experiment,
make mistakes, and learn from them. As
most of us have learned from prom, “Life
isn’t about waiting for the storm to pass;
it’s about learning to dance in the rain.”
So always live with no regrets and you’ll
never regret the life you lived. Let’s all
face it—as [Drake] said, “You Only Live
Once.” Make sure that the life you live
is the best one that makes you happiest;
that is the real motto you should live by.
–Anthony Occidentale–

Around the District
District Names Spelling Bee Champion

The 9th Annual District Spelling Bee was held on June 12th. The top
ten spellers, one from each elementary
school’s fourth and fifth grades, competed
for the first place trophy and a $50 check
from the Bergenfield Optimist Club—the

annual sponsor. In addition, the winner’s
school will host the championship plaque
for the 2013-14 school year. This year’s
participants were Maurice Minott and Jake
Valencia from Franklin, Bryan Cano and
Cedric Fadri from Hoover, Emily Hughes
and Brian Joseph from Jefferson, Denise
Bautista and Ahlron Pacana from Lincoln,
and Shivani Patel and Alisa Varughese
from Washington. After numerous
rounds, Emily Hughes took first place
with Alisa Varughese as the runner-up.
Special thanks to Mary Ellen Miller, Lou
Harris, and President Mark Rosen from
the Optimist Club for all of their support.

Earlier this year, five students from
BHS collaborated with members of the
Farleigh Dickinson University faculty as
part of the new Mathematics Enrichment
Through Applications – Technical Enrich-

ment Outreach Program (META-TEOP).
Funded through a grant, META-TEOP’s
mission is to provide educational opportunities to minority and economically
disadvantaged area high school students
with an interest in STEM fields. METATEOP was conceived as a natural adjunct
to TEOP and retains TEOP’s traditional
hands-on instructional approach, but places its emphasis on the role of mathematics
in science and technology. Pictured are
this year’s particpants: Ariel Jimenez,
Ann Victor, Alina Cordero, Louise Anne
Asuncion, and Renz Valencia.

In May, the Green Technology
class at BHS held its first annual “Sustainablympic Games.” The competition
challenged three teams of three to four
students to contend in building the best
“green” model town.
The students were given a 5’ x
4’ board of plywood to act as their land.
They wrote out their own constitution,
created a town flag, and designed and built
their own buildings out of balsawood.

Students then added working lighting and
plumbing systems, planted herbs to act
as their town agriculture, built a public
transportation system, added green energy
sources, and prepared their towns for war
by building weapons.
The towns were given gold, silver, and bronze medals based on various categories. Various teachers and
administrators came down to participate
as judges. The towns were also tested by
Ms. Guttilla, Mr. Neff, and Ms. Gaston for
the electricity, plumbing, weight testing,
and warfare.
All of the scores factored into
finding the overall winner, “Milkberry,”
which was constructed by Amber Morales,
Camilo Lacap, Fayed Mohamed, and Juan
Arango. Congratulations to all of the
students who participated!

BHS Students Help Launch New FDU Program

Building a Sustainable Future

A Message from the
Class Salutatorian

I know that [our] parents, especially, are proud of the graduates. [They]
are just as proud as we are thankful, and
rightfully so. Looking at the sea of red
and black gowns before me, I see future
football stars, CEOs, doctors, nurses,
lawyers, teachers, and countless other
occupations that can, and will, change the
world for the better.
We are the world, and we are the
future. As young adults stepping forth
into the “real world,” it is important to
remember that not only should we think
of ourselves, but we should think of others
around us. Kindergarten lessons, such as
“sharing is caring,” go a long way. So,
yes, go forth and share your knowledge
and experience, and knock the entire world
right off their feet. However, share your
love, compassion, and empathy; and carry
yourselves with grace and humility. We
are here to inspire and to be inspired, so
enjoy and learn from all the world has to
offer.
–Bethany Jukuy–

Safety First

Emily Hughes, fifth grade student
at Jefferson School, won second place in
the North Jersey Safety Patroller of the
Year contest sponsored by AAA. Emily was nominated by her teacher and
Safety Patrol Advisor for her dedication
as a member of the school’s Safety Patrol. Emily was recognized not only for
her service as a Safety Patrol member,
but also for her academic achievements,
community service, and extracurricular
activities. Emily does an outstanding job
each day helping the kindergarten class.
On May 13, Emily was presented with an
award of $100 from AAA of North Jersey.

Congratulations to the Class of 2013!
Marc Vindas
National Honor
Society, STEM,
3rd ranked wrestler in districts,
attending Boston
College

Kristoffer Buenaventura
5.247 GPA, DECA Finance
State Finalist, Model UN,
attending Fordham University School of Business

Liya Johnson
Captain of Chemistry Olympics
& Academic Decathlon, attending
School of Pharmacy at Rutgers
Ololade Akingbade
STEM, co-captain of Debate Team, English Honor
Society, full scholarship to
Northeastern University

Anthony Occidentale
Class valedictorian, STEM,
Student Congress President,
attending Massachusetts Institute of Technology

WE ARE BERGENFIELD
Nathaniel Jenkins
Adjutant Lieutenant of marching
band, President of
Math Honor Society, attending
Lehigh University
Sharmaine Ramirez
Student Congress, Big Sister Mentor, three National
Honor Societies, attending
Villanova University

Hannah Reasoner
Peer Leader, three
National Honor
Societies, plays
the cello, attending
Ramapo College

Clarajane Boudrot
Three Honor Societies,
yearbook staff, Peer Leader,
5.5 GPA, attending New
York University

Similoluwa Salako
Captain of Quiz
Bowl team, National Honor Society, attending
Cornell University

Where Are They Going?
A List of Colleges and Universities to Be Attended by the Class of 2013

Arizona State University
Berkeley College
Bloomsburg University of Pennsylvania
Boston College
Boston University
Cornell University
Dominican College of Blauvelt
Drexel University
East Stroudsburg University
Elmira College
Fairleigh Dickinson University
Fashion Institute of Technology
Felician College
Fordham University
Holy Name Hospital School of Nursing
Institute of Audio Research
John Jay College of Criminal Justice
Kean University
King’s College
Lehigh University
LIM College

Manhattan College
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Mercy College
Miami Dade College
Monmouth University
Monroe College
Montclair State University
New Jersey City University
New Jersey Institute of Technology
New York University
Northeastern University
Nyack College, NYC
Pennsylvania State University
Ramapo College of New Jersey
Richard Stockton College of New Jersey
Rider University
Rowan University
Rutgers
Saint Peter’s University
San Diego State University
School of Visual Arts
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Seton Hall University
Southern Connecticut State University
St. Elizabeth College of Nursing
St. Francis College
St. John’s University
St. Thomas Aquinas College
Stony Brook University
SUNY Maritime College
Temple University
Texas A&M International University
The University of Tampa
Universidad Iberoamericana
University of Connecticut
University of Massachusetts
University of North Carolina
University of Pittsburgh
University of South Florida, Tampa
University of the Virgin Islands
Vaughn College of Aeronautics & Tech.
Villanova University
William Paterson University
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