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From the Desk of the Superintendent
By Dr. Michael Kuchar, Superintendent of Schools

Albert Einstein once wrote,
“Life is like riding
a bicycle. To keep
your balance, you
must keep moving.” That is why,
despite the fact that
the Bergenfield Public School District
had a banner year
in 2013, we must keep moving swiftly
down our path from “Good to Great.”
Personally, we may make New Year’s
resolutions that are forgotten as quickly
as the confetti is cleaned-up in Times
Square. As a district, however, we have
demonstrated steely resolve. We have
proven, time and again, for a solid decade,
that when we, as a community, set higher
and higher expectations for our educators
and students—something remarkable happens; we attain them!
Therefore, even as the homepage
of our district’s website provides an evergrowing slideshow of national, state, and
local awards related to district administration, graduation rate, AP participation,
technology integration, music and art
education, and more, the Board of Education and your school leaders met, this past
summer, to establish tougher resolutions
for 2013-2014.
Among these are new goals related
to expanding educational opportunities
for parents and the community. These
include:
• Establishing a Parent University with
community partners
• Promoting broader engagement with
students and parents
With all of the pressures and responsibilities of parenting in our society,
we know that it’s difficult for many par-

ents to even dream of continuing their
education. Therefore, the Bergenfield
School District will offer a new Parent
University that will enable parents to
participate in ongoing education in a comfortable and convenient setting. Through
the Bergenfield Parent University, it is
anticipated that parents will build on their
strengths, enhance their parenting and
employment skills, expand their knowledge of children’s cognitive growth and
development, and engage in opportunities for bonding, support, and friendships
with other parents. At the same time,
the Parent University will enhance the
essential partnership among teachers and
parents, as we demonstrate a deep respect
for parents as our foremost experts and
primary teachers of their children. With
our administrators, teachers, students, and,
now, parents constantly participating in
personal and professional development
focused on continual improvement, we
cannot lose!
Therefore, on behalf of the Board
of Education, please accept my personal
invitation for you to take advantage of
the learning opportunities in every school
as they present relevant programs in our
Parent University. I am confident that this
district initiative will continue the growth
of the Bergenfield School District as an
exemplary school district for others to
emulate. Please join our new Facebook
and Twitter accounts where information
such as the Parent University and other
programs will be highlighted.
Wishing you all a Happy and
Healthy 2014!
Sincerely,

Dr. Michael Kuchar
Superintendent of Schools

School Security Update

The district has taken many measures in the last year to ensure that the
Bergenfield Public School System is a
safe environment for our students, staff
and community. Below are just a few
highlights of the actions that have been
taken to make our schools more secure:
• All school personnel have been provided
with manuals that provide state-of-the-art,
step-by-step guidance and direction to effectively manage school emergencies and
crisis situations. The manuals received
favorable comments during a Middle
States Association evaluation of Bergenfield Public Schools and also during an
independent School Security Management
Audit conducted by a nationally recognized school security firm.
• Our district’s schools now have direct
emergency radio communications capabilities with Bergenfield emergency
responders. This significant safety and
security initiative empowers our administrators with the ability to report and
receive immediate emergency assistance
during crisis situations. The district’s
radio license with the FCC has been renewed and modified to incorporate this
important interoperability communications enhancement.
• District participation in the Department of Homeland Security program will
provide Bergenfield Public Schools with
a technology-based initiative to gauge
specific measures of school safety and
security preparedness/readiness. The
Infrastructure Security Tool will provide
a score based on data related to identified
vulnerabilities, information for protective
planning measures, and methodologies for
enhancing school security capabilities.
• The Bergenfield Police Department is
conducting random visits to Bergenfield
Continued on page 2...

Around the District
“Operation Helping Hands” Benefits the Philippines

Pictured above, Gabriela Casimiro, Angelica
Caraig, Angeline Joseph, and Hailey Nieves
of Franklin School show off all of the money
they helped raise for victims of the typhoon.

In the immediate aftermath of Typhoon Haiyan, which devastated parts of
the Philippines, Franklin School students

Angelica Caraig, Angeline Joseph, and
their faculty liaison, Ms. Katherine Villone, developed a school-wide plan to
bring quick and desperately needed relief
to the victims. Addressing the school via
the school’s intercom system, the girls
invited their fellow students and faculty
members to bring coins and donations
to school in the days leading up to the
Thanksgiving holiday. The response was
immediate and overwhelming, as students
reached into their “piggy banks” to bring
dollar bills, quarters, dimes, nickels and
pennies for the relief effort. The donations were placed in a large jar in the main
hallway and then brought to TD Bank in

Bergenfield, where the funds were counted
with the support of Site Manager Bettina
Fowler. An amazing $1600.10 was collected in just a week’s time!
In coordination with a district-wide
initiative, the money was then donated
to the ongoing relief effort at Saint John
the Evangelist’s Parish, which ministers
to many of Bergenfield’s residents with
roots in the Philippines. Moving forward,
Angeline, Angelica, and Ms. Villone have
already presented ideas to continue Operation Helping Hands with other humanitarian efforts such as food pantry collections,
clothing drives, cards for senior citizens,
and more.

just learning English to actually learning
in English as quickly as possible. English
in a Flash consists of computer-based
vocabulary pretests, listening lessons, and
assessment quizzes which individualize
students’ learning needs. The program
supports the district’s ESL/bilingual
programs through content vocabulary
and grammatical structures, and also personalizes reading practice by providing
the necessary vocabulary to start reading
Accelerated Reader books. The district’s
next steps include adding the Home Connect component and offering district training so that parents can log on and use the
software as well.

Continued from page 1.

Innovations in English Language Acquisition

The district has incorporated a
new computer-based program, English
in a Flash, from Renaissance Learning.
This 21st century resource, a vocabulary
acquisition program, was added to the curriculum to support our English Language
Learners (ELLs) in their transition from

BHS Finance Class Earns National Recognition

Mr. Scott Bisig was the proud recipient of the Gold Star Teacher Award,
presented by Working in Support of
Education (w!se). Mr. Bisig was one of
361 educators to earn this award based on
student performance on the w!se 201213 Financial Literacy Certification Test.

This national standardized test is the
follow-up to completion of Bergenfield
High School’s personal finance course.
Across the nation, about 77 percent of
students passed the test last school year,
earning them a certification for being
financially capable. Over 90 percent of
Mr. Bisig’s finance class passed this exam,
which earned him the distinction of being
honored by w!se. Mr. Bisig received a
certificate for this recognition and was
honored at the National MoneyPOWER
Conference for Financial Literacy in November. Bergenfield High School is one
of only eight high schools in New Jersey
with this distinction.

School Security Update

schools. The highly visible presence of
uniformed Bergenfield police officers
walking the corridors of borough schools
on a daily basis is a significant security
measure designed to provide additional
protection as well as reassurance to students and staff for their well-being.
• Additional surveillance camera installations are actively being explored to protect
and safeguard our students, staff, and
community members who visit or use our
buildings. The security cameras will also
reduce the potential for loss or damage to
school district property.
• The school district is participating with
the Bergenfield Police Department in a
school security assessment program sponsored by the Bergen County Prosecutor’s
Office. As part of the program, a Site Visit
Assessment (SAV) will be conducted. It
has been designed to increase the general
protective capacities and preparedness
of our school facilities, while simultaneously allowing local law enforcement
and school leadership to become better
acquainted with operational policies and
procedures.
Many additional steps are being
taken as well, including the implementation of a new crisis management system.

Student Achievements
«The week of October 7th was desig-

(pic)

«

BHS senior, Tunisia Kenyatta, has
been accepted into the University of Chicago on a full ride academic scholarship!
The University of Chicago is ranked #5
among national universities by US News
and World Report. The cost of the school
for the 2013-14 school year is $60,039.
Kudos to Tunisia for her hard work and
dedication in getting admitted to this
highly selective university.

«On October 4th, the RWB Community

wore denim and pink in support of “Lee
National Denim Day.” Additionally, all
students participated in a “Breast Cancer
Awareness Walk” during phys ed. Over
$2800 was raised and donated to the
American Cancer Society. Thank you
to everyone who participated, especially
Ms. Merlo for spearheading this initiative.

« Ariel

Sanchez of BHS was selected as a member of the 2013 National Association for Music Education
(NAfME) All-National Honors Mixed
Chorus. Ariel joined more than 670
of the most musically talented and
skilled high school students in the United
States to perform at a gala concert on
October 30, 2013 in Nashville, Tennessee.

« Congratulations

to Emma Taubner
on winning the 2013 NJ Filmmakers of
Tomorrow James Gandolfini Award!
Emma’s short film, “Just. Come. Home.”,
which was created last year in her creative
video class, received top honors over 100
submissions. Emma not only won first
place, but also a $500 cash award and
72 hours of post-production time at Sirk
Digital Studios in NYC.

«This school year, students at Washing-

ton School took part in a winter clothing
drive to help the homeless and less fortunate. To demonstrate the school’s focus
on the character trait of showing respect
to others, new and gently used clothing
was collected in September and October.
In total, Washington School students
collected almost 20 bags of clothing!
Donations were made to the Emmanuel
Church in Hackensack for distribution to
the homeless, aligning with the organization’s core mission.

«The students in Mrs. McGrane’s first

grade class at Lincoln School visited
Brookside Gardens to meet with the residents the day before Thanksgiving. As a
way of giving back to the community, the
students performed a program of Thanksgiving songs and poems. The students
also wrote about things for which they are
thankful and shared their writing with the
residents. Afterwards, the students provided a buffet of snacks for everyone to
enjoy while they talked with one another
about their plans for Thanksgiving. This
wonderful experience taught the students
about the power of giving to others.

nated as a Week of Respect throughout
schools is NJ. RWB took advantage of
this week as an opportunity to celebrate
their diversity, with an emphasis on a safe,
comfortable learning environment. Josh
Drean, former mascot at BYU and motivational speaker, kicked off the week for
RWB with an anti-bullying presentation.
This week was then followed by Violence
Awareness Week and Red Ribbon Week,
which began on October 21st. Daily activities were planned for school each day
to highlight the importance of healthy, safe
decision-making.

«The BHS STEM program is off to an

exciting start to the 2013-2014 school
year. Fifteen 9th graders are new to the
program this year, bringing the total number of students to 38. The 10th graders
will be presenting/defending their preliminary research this month, and, for the
first time, we have three upperclassmen
submitting their research to the Northern NJ Junior Science and Humanities
Symposium—a prestigious event held
annually at Rutgers. Projects submitted to
the symposiums include: Joshua Calugay
and Samantha Cacdac—building a pianoplaying robot; Sara Cherian and Jithin
Easo—gold retrieval from microchips;
Josh Clement, Gisell Gomez, and Kevin
Joseph—hydrogen-powered car; Jelinda
Easo—the effect of digestion fatigue on
reaction time. RWB students will be
given the opportunity to “shadow” the
high school STEM students this month.

«The Bergenfield High School Action

Team volunteered to host this year’s Annual Bergenfield Senior Citizens Holiday
Party. The photo above was featured in
the January Action Team newsletter.

Around the District
Fire Prevention Week

CALENDAR OF
IMPORTANT EVENTS

Raising Awareness

January 20th
Professional Development Day
(No School for Students)
K-5 students throughout the district
participated in the annual “Fire Prevention
Week” sponsored by the Bergenfield Fire
Department. During the week, students
learned all about the importance of preventing kitchen fires. Students participated in a poster contest, in which they each
illustrated important kitchen fire prevention techniques. Winners were selected
from each grade throughout the district.
Congratulations to Hoover School’s Isabella Barrios and Ryan Vaseem, who were
selected as town-wide winners and earned
a trip to school on a fire truck!

January 27th
BHS Marking Period 2 Ends
January 29th
RWB Marking Period 2 Ends
February 17th & 18th
Winter Recess
(Schools Closed)
March 14th
Elementary Marking Period 2
Ends

Bergenfield Board of Education
100 South Prospect Avenue
Bergenfield, New Jersey 07621-1958

This year, as part of Hoover
School’s Month of Respect Program,
the students and faculty chose to raise
money for the American Cancer Society.
The faculty participated in the Making
Strides Against Breast Cancer Walk on
Sunday, October 20th at Overpeck Park.
As a result, the Hoover School learning
community raised a total of $5,093 for the
American Cancer Society! The district is
very proud of the entire Hoover community—especially the students—for making
a difference in the lives of so many women
fighting breast cancer.
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