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From the Desk of the Superintendent

As another
school year nears
its close, it is my
privilege to share
with you the 201516 School Budget.
Before presenting
the budget summary, I would first
like to take a moment to reflect on many
of the outstanding achievements that the
Bergenfield Public School District has
made during the current school year.
To begin with the most recent, for
the fourth year in a row, Bergenfield High
School made the Washington Post’s prestigious list of “America’s Most Challenging High Schools.” The ranking places
Bergenfield High School in the top 5% in
the nation and top 7% of high schools in
New Jersey! BHS rose 218 places from its
spot on last year’s national ranking. During its four years on the list, Bergenfield
High School rose from number 1624 in
2012, to its current rank of 1288 in 2015.
BHS now ranks 7th in Bergen County and
39th in the state!
On the back page of this newsletter,
you will read about how the high school
was also ranked by the Daily Beast, which
placed BHS at 402 in the nation earlier this
school year. The district also continues
to win awards in other areas, such as our
distinguished music education program,
exemplary use of technology, and outstanding financial literacy courses. Bergenfield has truly become a leader, rather
than a follower, in the field of education.
Each time I read such extremely
positive news about our schools, I am in
awe of our staff. They are rising to meet
every challenge we present to them. Yet,
rather than patting ourselves on the back,
we, as a team, are inspired to reach even
higher. We’re not resting on our laurels,
but are continuing to identify and pilot
challenging initiatives; not just for the

benefit of our students, but to continue to
strive for the improvement of education
for our state and our nation.
The proposed 2015-16 budget is a
reflection of Bergenfield’s commitment
to investing in our district to provide exceptional education for our students that
prepares them for college and careers. We
have maintained a critical focus on the
implementation of high-quality curriculum and instruction that meets the needs
of all learners in our district. It has been
a privilege to partner with the Board of
Education, educators, and extended community to build a budget that supports existing programs and continues to provide
a pathway for innovative improvements.
We are committed to our responsibility to be fiscally accountable. Our systemic approach to ensuring the alignment
of resources with student achievement targets is central to achieving this outcome.
The ongoing capital project work to improve safety and security of our buildings
and greater capacity to deliver enhanced
instructional programming are examples
of this way of thinking. The 2015-16
budget provides continued support to
meet desirable class sizes, creates opportunities for full student participation
in rigorous academic programming, and
lays the groundwork for the district to
increase student access to digital content.
We are truly a district on the rise,
and I am proud of all the great things going
on in Bergenfield. I am confident that we
have developed a budget that will allow us
to build on our successes and continue to
move the district forward. Thank you for
your support and we look forward to working with stakeholders to prepare today’s
students to become tomorrow’s leaders.
Sincerely,
Dr. Michael Kuchar

Facilities Upgraded

Bergenfield Public School District
has made significant improvements to the
facilities utilizing the funds available from
the 2014-15 School Budget. As you may
recall, the 2014-15 budget represented a
0% increase from the prior year. What
the Board of Education was able to accomplish as a result is noteworthy.
The most significant project was
the addition that was built onto Hoover
School. This addition provided a longneeded gymnasium/multi-purpose room
for the only school in town without one.
The addition also added 6 new classrooms,
additional restrooms, and storage rooms.
The multi-purpose room can also be used
as a lunch room.
Projects currently underway utilizing this years funds include univent replacements at Roy W. Brown, Bergenfield
High School, and Hoover School. BHS
will also have its HVAC system replaced
in the main and side cafeterias. Further
upgrades to RWB include window replacements, the installation of a generator,
and roof and gutter repairs.
None of these projects would have
been possible without the support of the
community and the fiscal responsibility of
the Board of Education.

2015-2016 Budget Summary Review
INSTRUCTION			
			
Budgeted for 2014-15
Budgeted for 2015-16
Regular Programs							
$18,903,840			
$18,651,798
Special Education		
					
7,073,600			
7,997,841
Basic Skills					
			
589,044			
579,545
Bilingual Education							
542,053
615,375
School Sponsored Co-Curricular Activities			
237,936			
233,895
School Sponsored Athletics						
522,074			
528,132
Community Services Programs / Operations 			
40,708			
36,708
Total General Current Expense					
$27,909,255			$28,643,294
SUPPORT SERVICES 				
Tuition									
$2,421,573 			
$2,320,986
Health Services							
649,797			
690,846
Speech, OT, PT, Related & Extra Services				
466,286			
552,055
Other Support Services				
1,059,655			
1,509,299
Guidance				
				
1,213,417			
1,032,533
Child Study Teams 				
		
1,294,726			
1,297,206
Improvement of Instructional Services		
		
332,651			
547,896
Educational Media Services / School Libraries
		
377,496			
265,931
Instructional Staff Training Services
		
15,000			
13,189
General Administration 			
		
1,293,248			
1,335,553
School Administration						
3,276,334			
3,204,790
Central Svcs
		
					
590,789			
610,682
Admin Info Technology							
0			
19,353
Operation & Maintenance of Plant Services				
5,322,501 			
5,401,647
Security								
516,850			
647,378
Student Transportation Services					
1,979,720			
1,916,593
Employee Benefits							
9,580,000		
10,242,702
Total Support Services Expenditures					
$30,390,043 			$31,608,639
TOTAL CURRENT GENERAL EXPENSE

			 $58,299,298 			$60,251,933

CAPITAL OUTLAY				
Equipment								
Facilities Acquisition / Construction

$402,898 			
4,498,539			

$346,829
2,422,216

$4,901,437 			

$2,769,045

Special Schools							
Transfer of Funds to Charter Schools 				

$78,763 			
232,962			

$78,763
237,204

OPERATING BUDGET GRAND TOTAL				

$63,512,460 			

$63,336,945

TOTAL CAPITAL OUTLAY		
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Nicholas Latorre
3-year varsity soccer player, Spanish Honor Society,
Model UN, volleyball, attending College of NJ
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Nathaniel Jenkins
Adjutant Lieutenant of marching
band, President of
Math Honor Society, attending
Lehigh University

Emma Taubner
President of three clubs,
award-winning filmmaker,
attending NYU’s Tisch
School of the Arts

Kahaari Kenyatta
3-time member of
All-State Choir,
4th in state for bass
II vocals, attending University of
Pennsylvania
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Tunisia Kenyatta
Marching band,
Academic Decathlon Gold Medalist,
full scholarship to
attend University
of Chicago

Where Are They Now?
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Giomilsy Ramos
Member of inaugural
STEM class, 1st place in
BHS Science Fair, attending Boston College
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Colleen Naylis
Director of concert
choir, 2nd in state
for Alto II vocals,
4th in class rank, attending University
of Northwestern

Sharmaine Ramirez
Student Congress, Big Sister Mentor, three National
Honor Societies, attending
Villanova University
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Natsumi Ajisaka
Honors chamber
orchestra, National Merit Scholar,
AP/College Board
Scholar, attending
Syracuse University

Ololade Akingbade
STEM, co-captain of Debate Team, English Honor
Society, full scholarship to
Northeastern University

13

01

2

13

20

2

Rainier Saliente
VP of Interact Club, Chemistry Olympic medalist,
valedictorian, attending
University of Connecticut
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Bergenfield Schools: Blueprint for Success

Clarajane Boudrot
Three Honor Societies,
yearbook staff, Peer Leader,
5.5 GPA, attending New
York University

Laura Medina
Class President,
varsity soccer,
Spanish Honor
Society, attending
Ohio State University

Anthony Occidentale
Class valedictorian, STEM,
Student Congress President,
attending Massachusetts Institute of Technology

Bergenfield Board of Education
100 South Prospect Avenue
Bergenfield, New Jersey 07621-1958

Non-Profit Org.
U.S. Postage Paid
Paramus, N.J.
Permit No.
357

Postal Customer
Bergenfield, NJ 07621

Vi s i t u s o n l i n e a t w w w. b e r g e n f i e l d . o r g

Awards and Recognitions

Results of The Daily Beast’s
“America’s Top High Schools 2014”
survey placed Bergenfield High School at
402 in the nation, with a graduation rate
of 98.4%, college bound rate of 89.6%,
and average SAT score of 1460. Based
on six quantitative performance measures,
BHS is one of 43 New Jersey schools
recognized, and proudly stands amongst
other top Bergen County contenders, such
as the Bergen Academies in Hackensack,
and the Glen Rock, Ramsey, Cresskill,
Demarest, Old Tappan, and River Dell
school districts.

Top-ranked school districts have
been announced in the Center for Digital
Education’s and National School Boards
Association’s 10th anniversary Digital
School Districts Survey. The survey
recognizes exemplary school boards’
and districts’ use of technology to govern
their district, communicate with students,
parents and community, and improve the
learning environment and district operations. In its fourth consecutive year making the list, Bergenfield has been ranked
fifth among mid-sized student population
districts in 2014-2015.

Once again, the National Association of Music Merchants (NAMM)
Foundation recognizes the Bergenfield
Public School District for its outstanding
commitment to music education with a
Best Communities for Music Education
(BCME) designation. Bergenfield joins
388 districts across the country to receive
the prestigious distinction in 2015. In its
16th year, Best Communities for Music
Education affirms school districts that
have demonstrated exceptional efforts
toward maintaining music education as
part of the schools’ core curriculum.

