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FROM THE DESK OF THE SUPERINTENDENT

B

By Dr. Michael Kuchar, Superintendent of Schools

ergenfield community members may take notice of our beautiful state of the art
middle school track and field, with its glowing new stadium lights, and shake their
heads thinking, “I wonder what that cost us? How much debt did our school district
take-on for this project?”
Well, I want you to rest assured, because the 2014 Audit Review confirmed that
Bergenfield School District completed remarkable projects inside and outside our school
facilities while taking on ZERO debt. This is highly unusual, as most school districts use
debt service to fund capital projects.
Instead of borrowing and burdening our taxpayers with interest far into the future,
the board utilized the entrepreneurial skills of its members and implemented a number
of income-generating programs. These included collecting tuition from other districts for
our Alternative School and award-winning Tri-Valley Academy for students with autism;
installing a fiber optic network at a cost savings of $300,000 a year in phone and internet
fees; and installing solar panels to decrease energy costs.
As a result, the district not only renovated the track and field, but added a longneeded gymnasium and classrooms to Hoover School as well. Also, the district retrofitted
all classrooms with up-to-date technologies including SmartBoards, laptops, tablets and
high speed internet, taking our schools from a 5.5:1 student to computer ratio to a 1:1
student to computer ratio.
Not only has the board been able to improve so many aspects of our facilities and
curriculum while saving money, but our district also goes above and beyond most other
districts to help families save money as well. We do this to ensure no child’s hopes or dreams
are limited by family finances. In the wake of one of the worst financial crises ever to hit
our nation, the Board of Education pays the full cost for its high school students taking the
PSAT, SAT, and AP Exams.
For the past 5 years, the Bergenfield Board of Education also paid for an average
of 15 in-state and out-of-state college visitation trips per year during school-year breaks
and over the summer. This includes the cost of bus transportation to and from colleges
and universities and compensation for trip planning as well as for guidance counselors to
chaperone each trip.
As a result of the Board of Education paying the cost of exams as well as college visits,
the district has now enjoyed a 0 dropout rate for the past 4 years. Also, the percentage of
Bergenfield students participating in the SAT, AP courses, and AP exams, have been above
the peer group average and New Jersey state average since 2010. These board-sponsored
programs have the district being considered for its second Magna Award since 2013!
The great patriot, Benjamin Franklin, once wrote, “An investment in knowledge
pays the best interest.” Here, in Bergenfield, we will collect that interest, rather than paying
it, for years to come! So the next time you pass our track, I hope you feel a little lighter on
your feet—free of the burden of additional school taxes, and energized by the fact that our
finances are literally and figuratively on solid ground.

@bergenfieldsd

Please Remember to

P

ote

This year, Election Day is Tuesday,
November 3rd. Polls will open at 6am
and close at 8pm.
The following is a list of voting locations by voting district. If you are not
sure of your voting district, please
call the Board of Education Office at
(201) 385-8801.
District 1 - Borough Hall
198 N. Washington Ave.
Districts 2,4 - Jefferson School
Hickory Ave. & Martin St.
Districts 3,6 - St. John’s Conlon Hall
N. Williams St.
Districts 5,8 - Middle School
W. Clinton Ave & S. Washington Ave
Districts 7,9 - Senior Citizen Housing
293 Murray Hill Terr.
Districts 10,11,13 - Lincoln School
Highview Ave. & Schoolcraft Rd.
Districts 12,14,15 - High School
Prospect Ave. & Clinton Ave.
Districts 16,17 - Franklin School
W. Church St. & N. Prospect. Ave.
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Fifth Grader to Compete on FOX’s Master Chef Junior

We are very excited to share that Hoover School student Amaya Baez will be
competing on the Fox Network’s television show Master Chef Junior. Amaya and her
family are active members of the school community. Amaya is a member of the choir,
orchestra, Million Word Club, graphic novel, and the ALP Program. Her mother and
father led the efforts to design and build the school’s butterfly garden. Amaya is currently
in Mrs. Bolt’s fifth grade class. Tune in on November 6th at 8pm to see her culinary skills
in action on the season premier. We know she will represent the Bergenfield community
with Bear Pride. http://www.fox.com/masterchef-junior/contestant/amaya

Musicians Recognized

The Roy W. Brown Middle School
Music Department is pleased to announce that 18 students were accepted
into Bergen County Middle School
Chorus and 6 students were accepted
into Bergen County Middle School
Band. They will perform a concert on
November 22th, starting at 3pm at
the Emerson Jr./Sr. High School. This
event is sponsored by the Music Educator’s of Bergen County, Inc.

Crossing Guard Honored

Students at Lincoln Elementary
School organized a fundraiser in honor of
Jo Ann Hans. They each donated a dollar
to wear jerseys and shirts of their favorite sports teams to raise money for the
crossing guard, who was injured on duty.
The students raised approximately $325.
Thank you to everyone who participated
in the fundraiser. We all hope for continued support on her road to recovery.

State Contest Winner

Fire Prevention Week

On the week of October 5th, the
district observed Fire Prevention Week.
Pictured above are students from Jefferson
School being recognized as school-wide
winners for the annual poster contest.
The theme for this year’s contest was
“Hear the Beep Where You Sleep.” Since
all elementary schools participated in the
contest, a great deal of recognition goes to
our town-wide winner, Andrea Dimaculangan, a Jefferson kindergarten student.

Hoover School fifth grader Angela
Villaroman, won the AENJ NJPAC Statewide Art Contest. Angela’s artwork was
selected to be displayed in the Victoria
Theatre at the NJPAC and the Art Educators of New Jersey 2015-16 calendar as well
as the back cover of Artbeat Magazine!
Her illustration is a visual translation of
the words, “New Jersey Performing Arts.”
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Senior Named National Merit Scholarship Semifinalist

Caoilin Ramsay has been named one of 16,000 Semifinalists in the 2016 National
Merit Scholarship Program. Caoilin joins a group of academically talented high school
seniors with an opportunity to continue in the competition for some 7,400 National
Merit Scholarships worth more than $32 million. About 1.5 million students in more
than 22,000 high schools entered the 2016 National Merit Scholarship Program by taking
the 2015 Preliminary SAT/National Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test, which served as
an initial screen of program entrants. Caoilin is part of a group from a nationwide pool
of Semifinalists, representing less than one percent of US high school seniors. She is a
member of the school’s Academic Decathlon team and captains the Chemistry Olympics
team as well. She also performs with Bergenfield High School’s highly touted musical
groups: the Honors Wind Ensemble and the Symphony Orchestra.

Yearbook Wins Silver

The 2015 edition of Crossroads,
the high school yearbook, advised by art
teacher Mr. Norm Dapito, garnered a silver medal from the Columbia Scholastic
Press Association’s (CSPA) annual critique. The critique contains a written set of
standards developed by CSPA to itemize
the best practices for student media. CSPA
has been offering annual prizes in student
media since 1925. Staff pictured below.

Fall Festival

Franklin Food Drive

Early Literacy

The Lincoln School Parents Association generously sponsored a Fall Festival for the students on Friday, October 16,
2015! All of the children enjoyed a snack
of cookies and apple juice. Afterwards,
students had an opportunity to go pumpkin picking on the school grounds, which
had been decorated in a festive fall theme.

The Helping Hands Club at Franklin School is at it again! This time, students
in Ms. Villone’s community service club
are leading a school-wide food drive.
We’re very proud of these selfless students
for giving back to those who need it most.
Food was taken to Emmanuel Church in
Hackensack to feed those in need.

Washington School kindergartners
are building their literacy skills through
the use of the Readers and Writers Workshop model. Currently, the students are
identifying the sequence of events in the
life cycle of a pumpkin. After listening to
a book, they use pictures and words to
demonstrate their understanding.
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