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From the Desk of the Superintendent
By Dr. Michael Kuchar, Superintendent of Schools

use of rapidly available data. Rather than
waiting for spring test results, data is now
available immediately to assist teachers in
identifying individual student needs. This
enables teachers to revise their lessons to
help students attain core standards.
As a result, students are achieving
at higher levels. Since 2005, we have:
This year, nothing has made me
more proud than learning that the Bergenfield School District was named one
of the top-ranked school districts in the
nation in the 8th Annual Digital School
Districts Survey by the Center for Digital
Education and the National School Boards
Association.
In 2006, the district had just two
Smart Boards, limited access to the Internet, and a 5.5 to 1 students to computer
ratio. Today, the district now has 175
Smart Boards, 100% access to the Internet,
and a 1.5 to 1 students to computer ratio.
By addressing the district’s technology
needs and providing access to digital tools,
the district has now built an infrastructure that allows students and teachers to
continuously learn and grow through the

• Increased AP courses offered from 6 to 18
• Increased students taking AP courses from
79 to 271
• Increased AP exams taken from 102 to 480
• Increased percentage of AP students who
scored 3+ on exams from 41.2% to 71.2%
• Reduced high school dropouts from 63 to 1
• Increased number of seniors applying to a 2
or 4 year college/university from 55% to 97%

On the last page of this newsletter,
you will see the competitive colleges that
this year’s BHS graduates will attend in
the fall. I feel content in knowing that,
without a doubt, they have the right tools
to succeed in the world of tomorrow.

Congratulations to
the Class of 2012!
The Board of Education
wishes everyone a safe,
happy, and productive
summer break.
See you all in September!

Board President
Receives Prestigious
Archie F. Hay Award

Dr. Michael D. Kuchar

Charles Richardson Hall of Fame Scholarship

Pictured, Richard Richardson Jr., Dr. Kuchar, Richard Richardson Sr., and board members Eileen Ryder and Ralph Messina.

The Richardson family attended
the First Annual Bergenfield High School
Hall of Fame Induction Ceremony in
honor of Charles Richardson, who lost
his life while serving in the Air Force
during the Vietnam War. Charles was a
two sport letterman, having excelled in

basketball and baseball. As a senior on
the hardcourt, Charles was named to the
First Team All BCLS and the First Team
All County squads. He went on to star at
Gettysburg College, leaving his mark on
the record books there.
To keep Charles’ name alive, the
family has donated $10,000 in scholarship money to be given in his honor.
The Charles Richardson Hall of Fame
Scholarship will be awarded annually to
a graduating senior who has participated
in athletics and will attend a four year college or university. Richard Richardson Jr.
would like $1,000 to be given each year
for the next decade to deserving student
athletes.

Pictured, Dr. Joseph Amara (center) with his wife, Loretta, and
Dr. Kuchar.

At the May 1 st meeting of the
Bergen County School Boards Association, Dr. Joseph Amara, President of the
Bergenfield Board of Education, received
the 2012 Archie F. Hay Award for Distinguished Service. This award, named after
a former Bergen County superintendent,
is presented annually to a board member
who exemplifies outstanding educational
leadership. Dr. Amara was nominated
for this award due to his dedication to our
children, and for his overwhelming support of the initiatives of the Bergenfield
Public School District.

Around the District
District Recognized for Technology Initiatives

Top-ranked school districts have
been announced in the eighth annual
Digital School Districts Survey by the
Center for Digital Education, the National
School Boards Association (NSBA), and
convergemag.com. The survey showcases
exemplary school boards’ and districts’
use of technology to govern the district,
communicate with students, parents and
the community, and to improve district
operations.
Bergenfield was ranked ninth in
the country among mid-sized student

population districts. The top ten rankings
reflect those school boards/districts with
the fullest implementation of technology
benchmarks in the evolution of digital
education.
Among the contributing factors to
this recognition are Bergenfield’s extensive use of Smart Boards to support classroom learning, a low computer-to-student
ratio of 1 computer to every 1.5 students,
and the ongoing use of short cycle data
as a tool to increase student achievement.
Community outreach technologies include
HomeworkNow, Infinite Campus, Naviance, and the district website.
“This survey recognizes district
technology practices that can inspire
others and demonstrates that innovative
approaches can be embraced by any district, regardless of its size or location,”
said NSBA’s Executive Director Anne
L. Bryant.

Hoover Faculty Honored for Dedication to Kids

On May 31st, the Hoover School
faculty received honors in recognition of
their commitment and fidelity in their use
of short cycle assessments as a tool to raise
the academic achievement of the students.

An award was presented to the teachers
and principal by Fred Wolfe of Renaissance Learning—a company who provides
one such assessment used throughout the
district to benchmark student performance
and growth. Also helping to honor the
faculty of Hoover School, Assemblywoman Connie Wagner made a special
appearance to present a citation from the
State Senate and General Assembly. The
Hoover School faculty is commended for
their tireless efforts to shift the paradigm
in their mission to ensure quality education for all children.

Community Partner of the Year

On May 9th, the district was honored at the 2012 Big Brothers Big Sisters
(BB/BS) Annual Dinner Gala at the Ha-

nover Marriott. Since 1999, Bergenfield
has been partnered with BB/BS, whose
mission is to help children realize their potential and build their futures. The school
district was honored as the Community
Partner of the Year, selected among its
peers from participating districts throughout Morris, Bergen, Passaic, and Sussex
Counties. The Bergenfield community’s
selection was based on the outstanding
level of participation and commitment of
the students involved with the program.

Teachers of the Year

At the May 21st board meeting, the Board
of Education paid tribute to the district’s
2011-2012 Teachers of the Year. Helping to recognize this year’s recipients of
the distinguished award were the school
principals and State Senator Robert Gordon, who presented each teacher with
a proclamation from the State Senate.
This year’s Teachers of the Year are:
Anna Garella–Franklin School; Anu
Thadani–Bergenfield High School; Shari
Gussen–Hoover School; Leslie Malara–
Lincoln School; Christina Wurst–Jefferson School; Kolleen Carter–Washington
School; and Patricia Hubbard-Kilbride–
Roy W. Brown Middle School.

SMG Champions

Pictured, Jared Genta, Mr. Bisig, Jovani Haskins, and Chrstian
Guzman—3 of the 35 students that contributed to the team’s
success.

Mr. Bisig’s Business Dynamics
class finished in first place for the advisor ranking category of the 2012 Stock
Market Game (SMG) Spring Tournament, finishing ahead of the runner-up
by $445.60. Within the tournament,
eight of the individual teams placed
in the top 30 out of 515 teams. Over
the last four years, RWB students have
won the tournament twice and placed
second twice.

Student Achievements

«292 Roy W. Brown students achieved

either Honor Roll or High Honor Roll
status during the third marking period.
These students were rewarded and acknowledged at an Honor Roll Breakfast
on Thursday, May 10th.

population is enrolled in at least one AP
course for the 2012-13 school year. A
total of 480 AP exams have been taken by
the current group of AP students—a 60%
increase from last school year in the total
number of exams administered. BHS has
expanded the rigor of its curricular offerings through student enrollment in the following College Board approved courses:
AP Art History, AP Microeconomics,
AP Macroeconomics, AP Physics B, AP
Psychology, and AP Studio Art.

throughout his time at Bergenfield High
School. His four years are underscored by
his leadership and passion for community
service. Rainier holds the office of Vice
President with the Interact club—the
school’s community service association.
His service to the community also extends
outside of Bergenfield; he has volunteered
his time at St. Barnabas Hospital in the
Bronx in the physical therapy department.
He has also served as a mentor in the Peer
Transitions program and the Big Brother/
Big Sister program. Rainier is a four-year
member of the marching band, as well as a
member of the Chemistry Olympics team
that finished 2nd in the state in this year’s
competition. This fall, Rainier plans to
attend the University of Connecticut at
Storrs and pursue studies to become a
physical therapist.

«Bergenfield High School took second
« The

BHS Jazz Ensemble received a
sixth place overall finish at the recent 2012
New Jersey Association for Jazz Education (NJAJE) State Finals in Burlington
City, NJ. The ensemble was initially
ranked 11th, but put on an impressive show
which propelled them to a higher standing overall. The ensemble has only been
involved in the NJAJE festivals for three
years, and this was their first appearance
at the state finals. For those who are unaware, the BHS Jazz Ensemble is an audition-only group that meets once a week
for two hours. Consisting of roughly 24
members, the main goal of the ensemble
is to enhance the students’ knowledge and
subsequent performance of the jazz idiom
that they would not normally encounter in
a concert or marching band setting.

place overall in the 2012 New Jersey
Chemistry Olympics competition at
NJIT. BHS teams have participated in
this competition since 2005 with an excellent track record, such as first place
in the state in 2010 and second place in
2008. The BHS teams are formed by the
two coaches, Dr. Ara N. Kahyaoglu and
Mr. Patrick Gallagher. The teams prepare
all year long, starting in early September.
It is an excellent opportunity for science
and engineering students. Dr. Kahyaoglu
was a member of the 2010 NJCO Steering
Committee, and will serve again in 2013.

« At

Bergenfield High School, the
number of students who will be taking
Advanced Placement exams next school
year has increased from 271 to 376 students—a 39% increase in the number of
students taking the college-level exams.
Approximately 30% of the entire BHS

«BHS has announced that Rainier Sa-

liente is its valedictorian for the class
of 2012. Rainier has reached the top of
his class with a stellar performance in
honors and Advanced Placement classes

«The

high school has also announced
its salutatorian for the Class of 2012—
Nirali Patel. Nirali has had a remarkable
academic record in her four years at
Bergenfield High School. As part of the
school’s inaugural STEM class, Nirali
has taken the most challenging academic
program, which involves research in the
sciences and engineering. She recently
completed her STEM thesis, researching
the antimicrobial properties of plant and
oil extracts. She has also served as President of the Interact Club and is a member
of the Chemistry Olympics team. Her
dedication to her work and intellectual
curiosity has transcended into a research
internship involving DNA studies at Columbia University Medical Center during
the 2011-12 school year. This fall, Nirali
will attend the Rutgers University School
of Engineering with the intention to focus
on biomedical engineering.

Around the District
List of Colleges and Universities Being Attended by the Class of 2012!

Northwestern College
Pennsylvania State University
Boston University
Fairleigh Dickinson University
St. Thomas Aquinas College
Syracuse University
Saint Peter’s College
William Paterson University
Rutgers
University of Santo Tomas
Kean University
Ramapo College of New Jersey
Holy Name Hospital School of Nursing
Stony Brook University
University of Massachusetts
Quinnipiac University
Richard Stockton College of New Jersey
Philadelphia University
Five Towns College
St. Bonaventure University
Lincoln Technical Institute
College of Mount Saint Vincent

Dominican College of Blauvelt
Monmouth University
Berkeley College
Rowan University
School of Visual Arts
Hofstra University
Seton Hall University
East Stroudsburg University
University of Hawaii at Manoa
New Jersey City University
Hilbert College
University of Rhode Island
University of New Haven
Kent State University
New Jersey Institute of Technology
Montclair State University
Coastal Carolina University
The College of New Jersey
University of Connecticut
Lehigh University
University of Pennsylvania
Hampton University

Bergenfield Board of Education
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Virginia Polytechnic Institute
The Catholic University of America
Caldwell College
King’s College
Brigham Young University
Iona College
Fordham University
Bergen Community College
Fashion Institute of Technology
Ateneo de Manila University
Boston College
Silliman University
LIU Post
University of Bridgeport
Centenary College
Ursinus College
Pace University, New York City
LIM College
Delaware Valley College
Monroe College
Ithaca College
Stonehill College
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