
 

 
 

 “CELEBRATING OUR LEARNING TOGETHER”!  
WELCOME BACK! WE ARE OFF TO A FLYING START! 

PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE – We are off to a flying start this school year.  The children have been so 
impressive with their effort and hard work during the start of the school year.  Their energy to learn and 
there curiosity to explore new learning is so much fun to witness.  Thank you to all who were able to 
make it to Open House.  To see so many is so encouraging.  Please remember to make strong 
connections with your child’s teacher to help ensure a productive, healthy year full of growth and 
achievement.  We were also fortunate to have a visit from Ben Franklin during the first week of school 
who shared his knowledge and wisdom with our fourth and fifth graders.  The children have also taken 
to the Caterpillar challenge.  When you visit the building, across from the main office, you will see the 
beginning of our “Caterpillar”.  He grows in length every time a student gets a 100% on an AR quiz.  As 
you will see, our children are doing amazing things when it comes to reading.  I need the assistance of 
all parents to help our school reach and exceed our attendance goal as well.  It is our goal to decrease 
the number of students who missed 10 or more days this year by 6%.  (54 to 38)  Can we do it??  I 
know we can.  We are going to keep a “watchful eye” on attendance and work with you to help ensure 
we reach our goal.  Congratulations to our September Citizens of the Month.  Great job boys and girls.  
If you any questions, please reach out anytime.  Thanks, MR. VOGT 
  
SEPTEMBER – CITIZENS OF THE MONTH  = COOPERATION! 

 
Healthy Happenings: Carolyn Niederman RN 
Welcome back everyone!   
We have started back at school with a minimum of colds and viruses however with the arrival of fall, the cooler 
weather and being together again we will begin to see the arrival of infectious illnesses and frequency of asthma 
episodes.  The Department of Health of Bergen County is closely monitoring the incidences of Enterovirus D68 
in New Jersey. This virus is spread from person to person when an infected person coughs, sneezes or touches 
a surface contaminating it with respiratory secretions. 
  In order to ensure a healthy environment at Jefferson school, I am asking all parents to follow these guidelines: 
-     A child must be fever free for 24 hours before returning to school. 
-     A child must have no vomiting for 24 hours before returning to school. 
-     Please bring in a note from home or from the physician’s office upon returning to school .           
-    Before returning to school. Your child should be acting like him/herself (eating, drinking and playing) 

Volume 1 

September Edition. JEFFERSON SCHOOL 14-15 

KJ – MARIANELLE GARCIA 
KG – CAMILA CASTILLO 
1C – KAYLA O’NEILL 
1S –  ADDISON RUSSELL 
2N – VALERIE VERAS 
2S – NICOLE FRIAS 
3Y – SAMANTHA FIGUEROA 
3B – CAROLINA ESTEVEZ 
4W – MIA FITZMAURICE 
4A – VALENTINA RAMIREZ 
5K – DESTINY VALERIO 
5A – MICHAEL VELEZ 



JEFFERSON SCHOOL NEWSLETTER 

 

Prevention of spread of Illness: 
-  Encourage your child to wash his/her hands frequently – this is the best way to prevent the spread of 

germs. Also remind him/her to cough and sneeze in the space of the arm opposite their elbow rather than 
their hand. 

- Avoid kissing, hugging and sharing cups or eating utensils with people who are sick. 
- Disinfect frequently touched surfaces such as doorknobs, especially if someone is sick. 
- If your child has asthma medication, please check that we have medication for him/her in the health office. 
Please remember to update your child’s health information whenever there is new information regarding 
illnesses, allergies, eye glasses, medication, or changes in phone numbers or emergency contacts. If your child 
has asthma and needs medication in school, please have your physician complete an asthma action plan for the 
school health records. 
Sleep Patterns and School Performance: 
Sleep experts say that elementary school children need 10-12 hours of sleep per night.  Adequate sleep is very 
important for children’s’ performance in school. Many times children will come to the health office with a 
complaint of headache related to not sleeping a sufficient amount the night before. 
Some tips to ensure healthy sleep schedule: 
- Establish a scheduled bedtime hour each night. Keep this even on weekends allowing sleeping in to go no 
more than an hour past usual waking. 
- Discourage the use of electronics (computers, cell phones, video games etc.) in the hours before bedtime. 
-  Do not put a TV in your child’s bedroom. 
- Encourage your child to get a jump start in the morning by having clothes laid out and backpack organized the   
night before. 
4th Grade Parents: 
Please send a copy of your child’s physical examination. We require all 4th graders to have a recent 
physical in their school records. If you are requesting a physical by the school doctor please notify me 
as soon as possible as the doctor will be coming to school in November. 
 

9-11 MEMORIAL ASSEMBLY 
Members of the 4th and 5th grades participated in the annual 9-11 Memorial Assembly honoring those 
who lost their lives in the tragic events of September 11, 2001. Students took part in a candle lighting 
ceremony remembering the heroes of the day. 
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PATRIOTS DAY - 2014 
Great Beginnings in Kindergarten! 

    It’s only been one month and the Kindergarten class is off to a terrific start! The first task the kindergarteners 
had to tackle was getting into their routines. This is one of the most important things that students must master in 
order to ensure a successful school year. In addition to working on their classroom routines, students have also 
begun our daily shares. A note was sent home with the day that your child is assigned to share a special 
story from his/her life with the class. This will help students generate ideas for writing workshop time and will also 
increase their public speaking abilities. If you don’t know when your child’s assigned share day is, please send 
us a note so we can tell you. The class will be doing the share every day for the rest of the year, so please have 
your child prepared each week. The “Me Bags” have also begun to go home. Every day, one child is 
chosen to complete a “Me Bag”.  Students will bring in three special items that tell us about themselves. As a 
class, we will make sentences about the items brought in which will later be typed into a class story book. Once 
everybody in the class has had a turn, the book will be sent home for everybody to read and enjoy! 

    The kindergarteners have been very busy launching into reader’s and writer’s workshop. They are doing 
a great job reading the pictures and retelling the texts we read as a class. We continue to share stories of events 
that happened to us. These stories are then turned into our writing samples. The students have been adding 
details to their illustrations to really showcase their stories. One story will be chosen by the students to publish. 
We are so proud of our kindergarten readers and writers. 

    Lastly, the sign-ups for being a Mystery Reader have already begun. If you chose your date at Back to School 
Night, please mark it in your calendars. If you didn’t get a chance to sign up yet, we have plenty of openings for 
people to come and read on Fridays at 2:30 P.M. If you already signed up for one date, feel free to come again! 
This is an extremely fun activity that the children really look forward to so please try to participate. 
We are so excited that we are off to such a great start to the school year!!!! 
 
 

Welcome Back 
From First Grade! 

 
 We are so excited to have this new bunch of eager learners join our classes this year.  The 
students quickly fell back into their school routines and are being great role models for the new 
Jefferson School kindergarteners.   
 We haven’t wasted any time jumping right into learning.  In September we launched our 
Reader’s and Writer’s Workshops.  We have been focusing on what good readers and writers do and 
have established a set of guidelines for how we need to be during workshop time.  The students know 
they need to work quietly and stay on task and most of all take pride in their work!  We have been also 
been spending quite some time learning what a “Just Right Book” feels like when we read it…not to 
hard, not too easy, but just right!  This is so important because students are beginning to realize that 
reading should make them feel good, not frustrated.  Look out for our first published small moment 
narratives coming in October!!! 
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 In math, our daily calendar, weather, and counting the number of days in school routines are in 
place.  These are great daily concepts to reinforce and discuss at home.  We have also been doing a 
lot of work counting up and down the number line and have expanded on these skills using SMART 
Board extension activities.  The use of technology this year is going to be a huge addition to our ability 
to practice our math skills in a fun and interactive way.           
 The students this year have already shown such great enthusiasm and dedication we can’t wait 
to see how they grow over the school year.  It’s going to be a wonderful experience for everybody!! 

 
 
 

Hooked on Second Grade 
 The second grade students have been busy getting hooked into all the wonderful “getting to 
know you” activities as they prepare for the coming year.  We completed “me” bags, where students 
brought in items that represented themselves in a bag.  We enjoyed everyone sharing our bags with 
each other.  The whole second grade participated in a tribute to 9-11 with words of heroes and hope.  
We wrote who our heroes are and how much they mean to us. We read the book “Chrysanthemum” 
and made promises to be better classmates and friends.  

The second graders are well on their way to becoming skilled mathematicians in money, time, 
and sequence.  They played games where they counted coins and bills. They used decks of cards to 
add and subtract numbers. We also played “Race to the Bank” where we recognized coins as we raced 
to see who would reach the bank first. 
 We launched Writing and Reading Workshops with stories that helped us learn the rules during 
Workshop time. For Reading Workshop, we shared our favorite books with one another, read 
independently, and learned how to choose books that “just fit” with our reading levels.  For Writer’s 
Workshop we discussed what happens during workshop time, we became oral storytellers and began 
writing idea lists and topic webs for subjects we feel good writing about, we wrote goals for second 
grade, and set up our writing folders for use. 
           “All about Me”! That catchy phrase describes many of the writing lessons we worked on. We 
drew self-portraits, wrote out newspaper articles about ourselves, and completed posters that shared 
many interesting facts about our families. 
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 Back to School Night was a great success. It was wonderful to meet many of the second grade 
parents. Anyone who was unable to attend may contact Mrs. Sullivan or Ms. Neats for any information 
regarding our class procedures. 
 We are glad to be back. September was a blast and now onto a “Boo-tiful” October. 
      Mrs. Sullivan and Ms. Neats 
 

 

Third Graders are Dino-Mite! 
Welcome back to a new year of learning!  It has been a pleasure getting to know our special 

students during the first month of school.  Over the summer students completed “About Me” posters, 
which they shared with their class during the first week of school.  Third graders have been enjoying 
getting to know their new classmates, teachers, and daily routines.   

Writing and Reading Workshops have begun and students are learning the procedures and 
ways to conduct a successful workshop.  Personal narratives are the genre that students are focusing 
on this month.  Third graders are reading a variety of personal narratives and writing their very own in 
September.  Students have all chosen their topic to write about and are moving along in the writing 
process.  They will all be publishing their masterpieces in no time! 

In science, we have begun learning about systems of the human body.  Which system protects 
our organs?  What important organ pumps blood through our body?  Which system sends messages to 
the rest of our body?  We will be answering all these questions and much more in the weeks ahead!   
 Buddy reading has also begun and for the first time the third graders are the older buddies!  Mrs. 
Bormann’s class and Mrs. Giordano’s kindergarten students will be buddies this year.  Mrs. Young’s 
class will be buddies with Mrs. Jerue’s kindergarten class.  Third graders are eager to visit their 
buddies’ classrooms to read and discuss a variety of books.  Students really enjoy reading to their 
younger friends during this special time! 

Third graders got off to a great start this month!  Please encourage your children to read each 
night and complete all of their homework assignments.  It’s very important for students to practice the 
skills they learned in school at home.  Both teachers and students are really looking forward to an 
exciting and productive year together!   

 
Secret Agent 4th Graders 

 
Fourth graders had a fabulous time getting to know each other and the routines of their new 

classes in September.  Students set goals that they will work toward achieving this school year. Of 
course, no class is complete without a set of rules that help maintain a safe, comfortable learning 
environment. Students were eager to create their own classroom rules that they felt were necessary in 
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order to accomplish their goals. Team-building and getting-to-know you activities have helped to build 
strong classroom communities. 

Geometric figures were all around us this month in Everyday Math. Students investigated and 
constructed polygons with the help of compasses.  Students explored line segments, lines, rays, and 
angles. We also analyzed the properties of polygons. Why isn’t a circle a polygon? Which polygons 
have parallel lines? Which quadrangle has all right angles, but isn’t a square? Ask your fourth grader 
and they will tell you!  

In Language Arts, we kicked off the school year by doing a novel study.  Judy Blume’s, Tales of 
a Fourth Grade Nothing, has been entertaining and has provided the students with the opportunity to 
use the necessary reading strategies to strengthen their comprehension.  In Writer’s Workshop, the 
students are working on a personal narrative they have crafted from a vivid memory.      

The year-long study of New Jersey is off to a fantastic start. We focused on the symbols, 
environment, weather, and geography of our great state. Did you know that N.J. has four different 
regions? We will continue the study of New Jersey by exploring each of the four distinct regions in more 
depth.  

In 4W Science, the students have been learning all about the Metric System. We used body 
references such as our pinky, to measure in centimeters. We also discovered that the length of our arm 
and a half equals about a meter. A quick fun fact is that our arm span is about the same measurement 
as our height. We will be investigating mass and capacity in the upcoming weeks. In 4A science, the 
students are exploring magnetism. Students learned that any object containing iron or steel attracts 
magnets. Investigations have included exploring the forces of magnetism:  attracting and repelling. We 
will be investigating electricity in the upcoming weeks.  

Open House was a great success. It was a pleasure to meet so many of the fourth grade 
parents and we would like to thank everyone who was able to attend.  

We are excited to be back and are looking forward to a wonderful year!  

  
 



JEFFERSON SCHOOL NEWSLETTER 

 

A Terrific Beginning 
 
 Welcome to the 2014-2015 school year! The fifth grade students are starting to get 
used to the many changes that fifth grade brings. Students are enjoying switching classes 
and learning new material. They are eagerly meeting the challenges of the new privileges that 
come with being a fifth grade student such as being a part of the table crew or safety patrol. 
 In Language Arts, the students have been busy reviewing skills during our Reader’s 
and Writer’s Workshop. So far, we have focused on reading skills such as compare and 
contrast, cause and effect, and drawing conclusions.  We have been practicing these skills 
while reading the realistic fiction novel Loser.  In writing, we have focused our efforts upon 
reviewing the steps in the writer’s workshop process as well as writing personal narratives. 
 In Science, we began a unit of hands on exploration focusing on Earth and its role as 
the “water planet.” After a brief review of the solar system, we moved on to the study of water 
vapor. Students completed several experiments to investigate the effects of temperature on 
evaporation and condensation.  
 In Math, the students began the year by exploring number theory. We reviewed many 
concepts such as arrays, multiplication number models, and factoring. The students 
explored prime, composite, and square numbers. In partner groups, the students played 
many games that enhanced their math skills. Ask your children to teach you to play the 
games at home, so they can continue to work on their math skills. 

In Social Studies, we investigated how people migrated to the Americas and the early 
civilizations that they developed. The students compared and contrasted the cultures of 
these civilizations, as well as the artifacts that allowed us to further examine each civilization 
and their contributions to our modern world.   
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AR CATERPILLAR WRAPPING ITS WAY AROUND JEFFERSON! 
As part of the Renaissance Learning program, the Accelerated Reader program has offered up many 
challenges for our children as it relates to their reading.  Whether it is their point goal, quiz %, or the 
million word club, our children are reading at an amazing pace.  The AR CATERPILLAR continues to 
grow as children get a 100% on an AR quiz.  Once they do, they complete a grade level, color 
coordinated circle to add to the Caterpillar.  As of 10/1, the Caterpillar has wrapped its away around 
and into the 3rd grade hallway.  The challenge is to get it around the inside wall of the building by June!  
At this rate, they may get that by the winter break!!  Keep up the fantastic work boys and girls and 
remember to KEEP READING.   
 

 
  

JEFFERSON SCHOOL PA 
 

Just a reminder, the Jefferson School Parents’ Association meets every 2nd Wednesday of each month 
to help plan and fundraise for special events at Jefferson School.  Please feel free to take part in 
planning and sharing ideas with a wonderful community! 

 UPCOMING EVENTS SPONSORED BY THE JEFFERSON SCHOOL PA 
1. ANNUAL SPOOKTACULAR – FRIDAY NIGHT OCTOBER 24TH FROM 6:00-8:30 FOR 

JEFFERSON SCHOOL STUDENTS AND THEIR FAMILIES ONLY. 
2. PUMPKIN PATCH – OCTOBER 28TH. 
3. HALLOWEEN PARADE – 10/31 – AT 1 PM. 
4. NEXT PA MEETING = WED. NOV. 12TH @ 7 PM. 

 
REMINDER – PARENT CONFERENCES – 10/23 – 7-9 PM 10/24 – 1:30-3:30 

10/24 = A 4-HOUR SESSION FOR THE CHILDREN. 


